WHAT JEWS THINK

A ZOOM SERIES
Register for the full series: https://lwww.hpct-cae.org/what-jews-think/
No fee for HPCT-CAE members; nonmember - $18 donation requested E .
NO NEED TO REGISTER IF YOU REGISTERED FOR A PRIOR SESSION  E

Thurs., Jan. 4 @8:30 PM4 @8:30 PM

session #3 of the series
Dr. Eitan Fishbane, Jewish Theological Seminary

“Ideas of God in Jewish Mysticism"

We will explore the varied, fascinating, and inspiring ways in which Jewish mystical thinkers and
practitioners have understood and described the nature and character of Divinity. Drawing on lyrical and
symbolism-infused texts from the Kabbalah of 13th century Spain (especially that of the Zohar), the
Kabbalah of 16th century Tzfat, to that of the spiritual masters of modern eastern European Hasidism, we
will study such ideas as: the Ein-Sof (No End or Infinity); the sefirot as the inner luminous dimensions of
God's self, the emanations of a river of heavenly divine light and breath; God as the ultimate fountain of
pure compassion/Rahamim; the monistic and pantheistic — the radically immanent — vision of God as
the interconnected life force of all Being.

Dr. Eitan Fishbane is Professor of Jewish Thought at The Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS), where he has
taught for 17 years. Among Professor Fishbane's published books are: The Art of Mystical Narrative: A
Poetics of the Zohar (Oxford University Press, 2018); As Light Before Dawn: The Inner World of a Medieval
Kabbalist (Stanford University Press, 2009); and, most recently, Embers of Pilgrimage (Panui Poetry Series,
2021). Fishbane received his Ph.D. and B.A,, summa cum laude, from Brandeis University.

THE REST OF THE SERIES

e Thursday, February 8 @8:30 PM Dr. Eugene Sheppard, Brandeis University- “Ideas of God in
Jewish Mysticism”

e Thursday, February 29 @8:30 PM Rabbi Dr. Haim Rechnitzer, Hebrew Union College - “What is
Judaism? - The Dispute between Martin Buber and Franz Rosenzweig”

e Thursday, March 14 @8:30 PM Dr. Michah Gottlieb, New York University - “A Rabbinic Debate
about Slavery on the Eve of the Civil War”

e Thursday, April 11 @8:30 PM Dr. Andrea Dara Cooper, University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill - “Jewish Philosophy and Feminism”

e Thursday, May 9 @8:30 PM Dr. Shira Billet, Jewish Theological Seminary - “How Jewish
Philosophers Think about Troubling Traditions”

\
~—
\ Higaranp Park
4 CONSERVATIVE TEMPLE
Congregation Anshe Emeth

‘ RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR

“D


https://www.hpct-cae.org/what-jews-think/

