WHAT JEWS THINK

A ZOOM SERIES
Register for the full series: https://www.hpct-cae.org/what-jews-think/
No fee for HPCT-CAE members; nonmember - $18 donation requested E'." -
NO NEED TO REGISTER IF YOU REGISTERED FOR THE FIRST SESSION )

Thurs., Dec. 14 @8:30 PM

session #2 of the series
Dr. Brian Gordon Hillman, Towson University

The Beginnings of Kabbalah

"The Beginnings of Kabbalah” examines the fundamental theological questions that gave rise to
the tradition of Jewish texts and ideas known as Kabbalah. The program historically locates
Kabbalah's origins in Medieval Europe and considers how Kabbalah arose, in part, as a response
to philosophical conceptions of the divine. The program will then explore some early Kabbalistic
texts to understand how Kabbalists understood both the nature of divinity and the relationship
between G-d and the world with a focus on humanity's place therein.

Brian Hillman is an assistant professor in the department of philosophy and religious studies at Towson
University in Towson, Maryland. He earned a Ph.D. in Religious Studies from Indiana University,
Bloomington in 2021. His research focuses on modern Jewish thought and Kabbalah. In addition to being
the managing editor of the Journal of Jewish Thought and Philosophy, his writing has appeared or is
forthcoming in Jewish Studies Quarterly, Religious Studies Review, and The Jewish Book Council.

THE REST OF THE SERIES

e Thursday, January 4 @8:30 PM Dr. Eitan Fishbane, Jewish Theological Seminary - “Ideas of God
in Jewish Mysticism”

e Thursday, February 8 @8:30 PM Dr. Eugene Sheppard, Brandeis University- “Ideas of God in
Jewish Mysticism”

e Thursday, February 29 @8:30 PM Rabbi Dr. Haim Rechnitzer, Hebrew Union College - “What is
Judaism? - The Dispute between Martin Buber and Franz Rosenzweig”

e Thursday, March 14 @8:30 PM Dr. Michah Gottlieb, New York University - “A Rabbinic Debate
about Slavery on the Eve of the Civil War”

e Thursday, April 11 @8:30 PM Dr. Andrea Dara Cooper, University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill - “Jewish Philosophy and Feminism”

e Thursday, May 9 @8:30 PM Dr. Shira Billet, Jewish Theological Seminary - “How Jewish
Philosophers Think about Troubling Traditions”
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