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With nearly a century of life behind her, Stella Levi had never before spoken in detail about her past. 
Then she met Michael Frank. He came to her Greenwich Village apartment one Saturday afternoon 
to ask her a question about the Juderia, the neighborhood in Rhodes where she'd grown up in 
a Jewish community that had thrived there for half a millennium.  
 
    Neither of them could know this was the first of one hundred Saturdays over six years that they 
would spend in each other's company. During these meetings Stella traveled back in time to conjure 
what it felt like to come of age on this luminous, legendary island in the eastern Aegean, which 
the Italians began governing as an official possession in 1923 and transformed over the next two 
decades until the Germans seized control and deported the entire Juderia to Auschwitz. Ninety      
percent of them were murdered upon arrival. 

     Probing and courageous, candid and sly, Stella is a magical modern-day Scheherazade whose    
stories reveal what it was like to grow up in an extraordinary place in an extraordinary time--and to 
construct a life after that place has vanished.  

 

Please RSVP  by November 28th to  
Marcia Berkin text 732-991-6562 or email at msemrg@aol.com 

HPCT-CAE Sisterhood  Book Discussion  

Tuesday,  
December 5th     

7 p.m.  
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At the home of:  Marcia Berkin, 
 

227 South Adelaide Ave.,  
Highland Park 


