Rabbi Eliot Malomet

Comments on Yitro
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Exod. 18:9

And Yitro was jubilant...

reached

Egypt

The news of the events in
Yitro,
Moses' father-in-law, and
he responds with joy. The word 719 comes from the root .5.7.1 which
is to rejoice. It's also possible to hear a hint of the word Tm3-together
suggesting that Yitro had a moment of mTnR-solidarity with Israel.
And because Yitro is a bit of a wordsmith, it's also possible that there
is also a hint of the word 717m-puzzle oworapiay) here. The jubilant Yitro
expresses his solidarity with Israel in a blessing that is a verbal
puzzle. Or at least a set of similar sounding syllables that all rhyme
with YAD =" And speaking of echoes and hints, lest we think that
the choice of wording here is a coincidence, let's go back to the story
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Yitro's Blessing Rhymes with AD
777992 | Baruch AD-onai
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797 721 2013% 7% | mi-YAD mitzrayim u-mi.YAD
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RIXNTT NONR | mi-tahat YAD mitzrayim
nYT Ny | ata YADadi
] 171"3’;"? ki GADol AD-onai
aoNmoan | -
1372 2 | VADavar
asher ZADu (18:10)

of the Binding of Isaac where the exact same phrase >ny7? 7av-now I know is used. Is there a connection between the

The Angel to Abraham

Yitro to Moses

The angel stops
Abraham and exclaims:
now I know that you
(Abraham) fear God.

Yitro blesses God for rescuing
Israel from Egypt,

now I know that God is greater
than all gods.
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because you did this thing
(subjected Isaac)
(Gen. 22:12)
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yes, in just that matter (the
splitting of the sea) in which
they were presumptuous against
them! (Exod. 18:11)

commented that when they teach their young to fly, they often
have to rescue them when they fail to flap properly. The metaphor
thus can also be understood then as a metaphor of rescue.
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The Ten Commandments

depiction of the Ten
Commandments on two tablets is
quite common. It is found in
almost every synagogue, on Torah
shields, in sculpture and art and as
the emblem of US Army Jewish
chaplains. The history of this
iconography is a great question.
What is the earliest record of this
depiction? According to Prof.

Marc Tzvi Brettler, of Duke University, This is a late artistic
tradition, imported into Judaism from Christian art, based on the form of the Roman diptych. Not all

Christian art adopted this convention; Michelangelo’s Moses (created 1513-15) shows Moses with two
rectangular tablets. This is certainly how they would have been imagined in antiquity; at least this is how
they appear in the Dura Europos synagogue, and how the rabbis seem to have imagined them (b. Baba
Batra 14a; Exodus Rabbah 28:1) — despite the many synagogues that (under Christian influence) include
depictions of rounded tablets. Additionally, it is surprising that artistic representations show writing on
only one side of the tablets, while Exodus 32:15 explicitly states that it was written on both front and back.

Binding of Isaac and the Splitting of the Sea? Both were
near death experiences: Isaac nearly died at Moriah, the
people nearly died at the Sea. Abraham lifted his hand
over Isaac; Moses lifted his hand over the Sea. God
stopped Abraham; God split the Sea. The Binding of
Isaac was the culminating moment that linked God with
Abraham. The Splitting of the Sea was the culminating
moment that linked God with the Children of Israel.
293 9pI2=9Y BenR RWNI-1 bore you on eagle's wings
(Exod. 19:4)

This is how God describes the rescue of Israel from
Egypt. This metaphor conveys protection. God protected
Israel the way an eagle protects her eaglets. This photo
is an illustration of that scenario. We have no idea how
common this sight is, but it is quite stunning.
Ornithologists have observed the behavior of eagles and

Brettler lists another common misconception, namely that each tablet contained five commandments. This
makes no sense at all because the second tablet would only contain 26 words as opposed to 146 on the first. See the table:



The total number of words in

Commandment Hebrew Words | Letters | Ranking Ranking God's Name

by Words | by Letters | Mentioned the  Ten Commandments
L am the Lord o |9 71 5 6 1 (below) is 172. The total
No other gods PRy | 50 343 2 2 1 number of letters is 1159. The
Misuse of God's name Xpn o | 17 98 3 4 2 average number of letters per
Remember Shabbat nyg 7oy | 55 392 1 1 3 word is 6.74. Coincidentally
Honor your Parents ny7 | 15 96 4 5 1 (or maybe not, you never
No Murder nymNy | 2 6 7 8 0 know) this is similar to the size
No Adultery W K7 | 2 6 7 8 0 of the first two paragraphs of
No Theft WA N? | 2 6 7 8 0 the Shema on a Mezuza scroll.
No Bearing false witness | 7312730 X2 | 5 27 6 7 0 The Mezuza (left) has 170
No Coveting 7o X2 | 15 99 4 3 0
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words with 1350 letters. The average letters per word is higher
at 7.94, which only tells us that the Shema uses longer words
than the Ten Commandments. Could the Ten Commandments
have been used in a similar way to the Mezuzah scroll? It's a
tempting thought. The Ten Commandments have a prominent
place within Judaism and were originally recited daily by the ~ §* 7% 027
Kohanim in the Temple and by ordinary Jews. But, according X
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:‘;’,’?,’,,":,1:."{,“:‘: ‘:;2:;"::&;: :;:‘:‘:;3*:: quR (R) | After the priests completed laying the parts :';ju %iﬁgg’?’}i?%&’?;’%:ﬁ’ %:ngs
Z’Qﬁﬂ“:i’?-i‘?ﬂﬁ;%?‘ﬁffﬁ&"ﬂ”,:mﬁﬁ a9 | of the daily offering on the ramp, they went TN DX 33 7wTpn nawn an AR T 13
Tt A e ;mnna | to the Chamber of Hewn Stone to recite s3n ;‘?Zmn o e 1“7”{?1: -_[I?_xfng_}
to the Talmud, the recitation of the | 7393 9593 | Shema. The appointed priest who oversaw ?fn?nfsw:‘n;:ﬁ?nv?:y:"%: “n Tamn No
Ten Commandments was elimi- 37 ,nax | the lotteries in the Temple said to the priests: WY WK 31 1M
nated from the daily liturgy in 2012 | Recite a single blessing of the blessings that The longest commandment of the
order to rebut the heretics who WP | accompany Shema. And the members of the 10 is the 4th - Shabbat. It is also at
claimed that only those command- nwy | priestly watch recited a blessing, and then the center of the text. God's name
ments were given at Sinai, but the ,2°7277 | they recited the Ten Commandments, appears in it 3 times, more than any
rest were not. To them, the onw | Shema (see Deuteronomy 6:4-9), VeHaya of the other commandments. This
liturgical recitation by the devout ar 1M | im Shamoa (see Deuteronomy 11:13-21), unders_c ores the importance and
was proof. For that reason, it was v | and VaYomer (see Numbers 15:37-41), the g;‘;gﬁg:y di‘;gerseﬂfbgi; Zﬁ;gﬁﬁj
stopped. (Berakhot 12a) .87 | standard formula of Shema. commandments?
Q931 | Be mindful “§v2win 813 | but the seventh day to Shabbat. Shabbat is a subversive
nawa av-nx | of the Sabbath day, 72 \ngw | is Sabbath for God political institution. It undermines human
:w7RY | 2o hallow it. TPy | your God: power and authority over other human
'rws;n'-:b You are not to make beings. While acknowledging slavery as a
In the biblical view of reality, the flow of n;x’f_m: ;;'i ’w"rk’ feattlre of a‘n-tiquity, th'e T.orah subverts it.
time is not arbitrary, nor is it governed by 12y | Your son, and your daughter, 2Ry °p | For in six days
nature, nor may it be structured by any .. v | your male and female servant 7wy | God made
human sovereign or power. The flow of 3] wéng | YouRbedsoiandyoursejokrner BRI | the heavens
time is structured by God in discreet units pipwin g | Who is within your gates. T"::l_::; ;ll:led stehae et
of seven days, consistent with the way God ~ But because God rested on Shabbat, you, ﬂé"‘?ﬁ"’;'ﬂgﬁ and all that is in it,
structured the universe. The message of  human-being-created-in-God's-image also m | and he rested
Shabbat is that you ought to structure your  rest. But the commandment doesn't only sy awsn oisa | on the seventh day;
time, the way God structured the universe.  say you. Why does it also have to specify %5y | therefore
This demands your mindfulness, that when  everyone else? Lest you think that it only 7922 | God blessed
the seventh day comes, you shall hallow it.  applies to you, the head of household, and naws ol ng | the Sabbath day
o nww | For six days, that therefore, everybody else in your orbit 2T | and he hallowed it

“ayn | you are to labor,
oy | and are to make
Sananon=93 | all your work,
The rabbis point out that there are two
elements to Shabbat: The first element is
labor. That is, six days you are to work.
Key to the biblical understanding of human
dignity is the need for human beings to be
actively engaged in the world by doing
creative, purposeful, useful, productive,
things. For six days you imitate God's
activity in creation, to create and do things.

must serve you so that you alone would
have a day of rest, it specifies everyone.
Shabbat is the great equalizer. Everybody
is entitled to experience the dignity of work
for six days and the dignity of rest on the
seventh. Shabbat, in the words of the late
Rabbi David Hartman z'1 (whose 10th
yahrzeit is this week) is the mediative
principle for spirituality in the Judaic
tradition and allows for the experience of
otherness Even the person who is
subservient to you. That person is entitled

Divine cessation from doing sets in motion
the rhythm of the universe. What does it
mean to bless a day? In blessing God trans-
fers a divine essence, power, goodness,
from God to the day. But blessing it is not
sufficient. God hallows it by setting it
apart, to giving it the uniqueness of the
Shabbat Peace or.......... Shabbat Shalom!
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