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Genesis 44:18
(18) Then Judah approached...
Thus begins one of the longest speeches in the
Torah. What were Judah’s motivations? The
rabbis are divided on this. R. Judah says Judah
was motivated by a need to assert power.
Understanding that this was indeed a conflict
with existential consequences, and that the
disguised Joseph was an adversary, he entered
this moment as if he was engaged in battle. R.
Nehemiah says that Judah was motivated by a
need to achieve reconciliation. Understanding
that the future of the family depended on a
peaceful resolution to this crisis and that the
disguised Joseph could become an ally, Judah
entered this moment as a negotiator. The Rabbis
picture Judah as overcome by the gravity of this
moment and see him turning to God in prayer
prior to turning to Joseph. Is this a moment of
conflict, reconciliation, or spiritual destiny?
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Genesis 45:3-4
(3) Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is
my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dumfounded were they on account
of him. (4) Then Joseph said to his brothers,
“Come forward to me.” And when they came
forward, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, he
whom you sold into Egypt.
This is the moment. But even though Joseph
unmasks his true identity here and resolves all the
dramatic tension in the story, we, like the
brothers, are also dumfounded. He says, “my
father” rather than “our father.” That formulation
attempts to reclaim and restore the preferential
relationship of Jacob to Joseph. But then he says
“I am Joseph your brother” which attempts to
restore the fraternal relationship. “Whom you
sold into Egypt,” reminds them of their
culpability, and invites their apology.
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Genesis 45:16
(16) The news reached Pharaoh’s palace:
“Joseph’s brothers have come.” Pharaoh and his
courtiers were pleased.
We take a favorable view of this Pharaoh, as a
generally kind and beneficent monarch. But let us
not overlook his shrewd self-interest here. The
resolution of Joseph’s personal crisis is not only
good for Joseph; it’s good for Pharaoh.
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Genesis 45:26
(26) And they told him, “Joseph is still alive; yes,
he is ruler over the whole land of Egypt.” His
heart went numb, for he did not believe them.
And this is another moment. Jacob’s heart stops.
This was probably not a “heart attack™ as much as
a “stress-induced” event followed by a rather
quick recovery. Nevertheless, it was a lot of infor-
mation to take in and it does indicate the
emotional turmoil of someone whose reality has
been upended. What and who do you believe
under those circumstances? Note: it’s probably
better to break shocking news to a vulnerable
person in a more controlled way.
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Genesis 46:2-4
(2) God called to Israel in a vision by night:
“Jacob! Jacob!” He answered, “Here.” (3) And
He said, “I am God, the God of your father. Fear
not to go down to Egypt, for I will make you there
into a great nation. (4) I Myselfwill go down with
you to Egypt, and I Myself will also bring you
back; and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.”
Jacob, now at Beersheva, has already initiated his
descent to Egypt. He sacrifices to God and God
answers him with the reassurance that the people
will grow undisrupted by this upheaval. But it
comes with the news that his days are numbered.



I PWRI2
“NY NI X DYRT ANWN ARPK 2R N (9)
PIATY R TR
Genesis 46:30
(30) Then Israel said to Joseph, “Now I can die,
having seen for myself that you are still alive.”
And here, another great moment. We know that
in seeing Joseph’s face once more, we have the
convergence of so many stories in Jacob’s life.
While this may have been an aesthetically
pleasing time for Jacob to die, he still has 17 years
of living to do.
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Genesis 47:3
(3) Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your
occupation?” They answered Pharaoh, “We your
servants are shepherds, as were also our fathers.
Joseph has previously instructed his brothers to
tell Pharaoh that they are “men of flocks” and
specifically not to wuse the terminology,
“shepherds,” because that is somehow repugnant
to Egyptians. But the brothers, in open defiance
of Joseph, say to Pharaoh, “we are shepherds.” In
other words, we are proud of who we are and we
are not going to yield to political gamesmanship.
Something deeper is going on here. Being a
“shepherd” subtly reinforces the notion that they
are going to retain their freedom and their
devotion to God rather than become subjects and
eventually slaves to Pharaoh and to the state.
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Genesis 47:7-9
(7) Joseph then brought his father Jacob and
presented him to Pharaoh; and Jacob greeted
Pharaoh. (8) Pharaoh asked Jacob, “How many
are the years of your life?” (9) And Jacob
answered Pharaoh, “The years of my sojourn [on
earth] are one hundred and thirty. Few and hard
have been the years of my life, nor do they come
up to the life spans of my fathers during their
sojourns.”
And here is yet another great moment in this
parasha. The meeting of Pharaoh and Jacob is
profoundly symbolic. We have the encounter

between Joseph’s actual father and Joseph’s
symbolic, political father; his boss. Pharaoh is the
sovereign but Jacob doesn’t seem to be
intimidated by that. While Pharaoh may have
total power over Egypt, Jacob knows that there is
a power higher than Pharaoh. “Blessing” Pharaoh
may have been just an ordinary act of courtesy,
but it also signifies without stating explicitly that
Pharaoh is not a god; he is, like all of us, a
creature of God. We note also that “blessing” was
an important moment in Jacob’s encounter with
the mysterious assailant. “/ won 't let you go until
you bless me” is what Jacob says. Likewise, the
Pharaoh of the Exodus, wants Moses to “bless”
him at the moment of departure. It’s hard to know
what to make of these instances. Adversarial
relationships all require resolution. With the
assailant Jacob gets a new name and a new
destiny. With Jacob’s encounter with Pharaoh
here, Jacob establishes an entente for him and his
descendants that will last until “a new Pharaoh
arises who does not know Joseph.” With Moses,
resolution comes with the destruction of
Pharaoh’s army and chariots at the Sea of Reeds.
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Genesis 47:11-12
(11) So Joseph settled his father and his brothers,
giving them holdings in the choicest part of the
land of Egypt, in the region of Rameses, as
Pharaoh had commanded. (12) Joseph sustained
his father, and his brothers, and all his father’s
household with bread, down to the little ones.
Are they grateful to him or are they now placed
in an impossible situation of total dependence on
him? Do they want to stay there, or do they want
to go back “home” to Canaan?
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Genesis 47:23
(23) Then Joseph said to the people, “Whereas [
have this day acquired you and your land for
Pharaoh, here is seed for you to sow the land.
With the entire people of Egypt now indebted to
Pharaoh, Joseph has become the enforcer of
Egyptian serfdom. Is this a good or bad thing?
SHABBAT SHALOM!



