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יעִשְׁיִוְ֭ יִ֣רוֹא      Light and Strength 
As we begin the month of Elul, we make our 
annual reacquaintance with Psalm 27, a psalm 
that begins יעִשְׁיִוְ֭ יִ֣רוֹא ׀ה  - The Lord is my light 
and my strength and is built on so many word-
pairs. As we recall, the use of word-pairs and 
couplets is a major feature of the Hebrew 
language and an important characteristic of 
biblical texts. Word-pairs are deployed to add 
texture and depth to a concept, to sketch the 
range and spectrum of an idea, and also, to 
illustrate contrasts and differentiations 
between opposites. 

 
הלָֽלָקְוּ הכָ֖רָבְּ     Blessings and Curses 

Like Psalm 27, this week's parasha begins with 
a word-pair in the first verse: ְּהלָֽלָקְוּ הכָ֖רָב  - 
blessings and curses (Deut. 11:16). We 
receive blessings if we obey the command-
ments and curses if we don't. This is one of 
Deuteronomy's great themes, and Moses will 
return to it just prior to his death. 

 
ם֮יטִפָּשְׁמִּוְ םיקִּ֣חֻ    Laws and Statutes 

The parasha introduces a list of ַֽםיקִּ֣חֻה 
ם֮יטִפָּשְׁמִּהַוְ  - laws and statutes (11:32, 12:1). 

םיקִּ֣חֻ  are generally understood to be laws that 
do not have a readily accessible rationale, (the 
red heifer is the classic example) and ִּם֮יטִפָּשְׁמ  
are statutes that can be easily understood (eg. 
Do not steal).  

 
העָ֖בְגִוְ רהַ֥     Mountains and Hills 

When Israel enters the Land it will encounter 
several nations who already live there, nations 
who worship local gods and observe pagan 
rituals. They build their shrines ַםיִ֤רהָהֶ־לע 

תוֹע֔בָגְּהַ־לעַוְ ם֙ימִרָהָֽ -on the high mountains and 
on the hilltops (12:2) a word-pair that is also 
found in Isaiah 40:4, ִוּלפָּ֑שְׁי העָ֖בְגִוְ רהַ֥  ־לכׇוְ -let 
every mountain and hill be made low (which 
we read two weeks ago on Shabbat Nahamu). 
You can hear the resonance of this couplet in 
this line of I Have a Dream: Let freedom ring 
from the prodigious hilltops of New 
Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty 
mountains of New York. 

 

 Burnt Offerings and Sacrifices     עֹלָה וְזֶבַח
םכֶ֔יחֵבְזִוְ ם֙כֶיתֵֽ`עֹ -burnt offerings and sacrifices 

(12:6). This word-pair covers the broad menu 
of sacrifices from the עֹלָה-the (completely) 
burnt offering to the םי שְׁלָמִ  the festive-זֶבַח 
peace offering which was eaten by the 
individual.  

 
המָוּרתְּוּ רשֵׂעֲמַ    Tithings and Contributions 

תוֹבדָנְוּ םירִדָנְ     Vow and Freewill Offerings 
רקָבָוּ ןאֹצ     Sheep and Cattle 

Gifts to the sanctuary also include ְת֙אֵו 
םכֶ֑דְיֶ ת מַ֣וּרתְּ רֹ֣שְׂעְמַ תאֵ֖וְ םכֶ֔יתֵ -your tithings and 

the contributions of your hands, as well as 
םכֶ֔י תֵבֹ֣דְנִ וְ ם֙כֶ ירֵדְנִ  your vow-offerings and your -וְ

freewill-offerings, and ְּםכֶֽנְאֹצוְ םכֶ֖רְקַב תרֹ֥כֹבְוּ  - 
the firstborn of your cattle and of your flocks.  

 
  Resting Place and Inheritanceְהלָחֲנַוְ החָוּנמ 

The land is described as הלָ֔חֲנַּהַֽ־ לאֶוְ ה֙חָוּנמְּהַ  ־לאֶ  - 
a resting place and inheritance (12:9) which 
simultaneously conveys the sense that the land 
is where you find collective safety and 
security, but also it is legally yours, ie. you 
have title to it, because you inherited it legally 
from those to whom it was promised.  

 
ר֙וֹהטָּהַוְ אמֵ֤טָּהַ     The Impure and Pure 
ליָּֽאַוְ יבִ֖צְּ     Deer and Gazelle 

The parasha introduces us to the concept of 
non-sacred slaughter. Up until this point, meat 
could only be consumed at a sacred site. This 
posed obvious problems for people who 
wanted to eat meat on a more regular basis, for 
whom travel to the sacred site posed a rather 
unnecessary challenge, and who may not have 
been in a state of ritual purity to eat it. The 
Torah allows you to slaughter the animal for 
meat provided you drained it of its blood. 

וּנּלֶ֔כְאֹי ר֙וֹהטָּהַ  וְ אמֵ֤טָּ   the impure and the pure-הַ
may eat it (12:15) meaning that the 
consumption of meat was desacralized, and 
you could eat it ְליָּֽאַכָו  as you would eat- יבִ֖צְּכַּ
the deer and gazelle, (12:15) animals which 
while permissible for consumption were not 
acceptable as sacrifices presumably because 
they would have to be trapped and kept in 
captivity. The Torah's preference for domesti-
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cated animals over hunted animals discloses its 
negative opinion of hunting and hunters.  

 
עַוֹרגְלִוְ ףיסִוֹהלְ    To Add or Diminish 

The Torah is specific about its requirements, 
׃וּנּמֶּֽמִ ערַ֖גְתִ  ֹלוְ וילָ֔עָ ףסֵ֣תֹ  א֥ ־אֹל - you are not to add 

to it, you are not to diminish from it (13:1) (Is 
there an echo of this phrase in the Gettysburg 
Address The brave men, living and dead, who 
struggled here have consecrated it, far above 
our poor power to add or detract.  

 
םלֵוֹחוְ איבִנָ    Prophet and Dreamer 

We are being warned about ֲםוֹל֑ח םלֵ֣חֹ  איבִָ֔  וֹא֖ -נ
prophets or dreamers (13:2) who have power 
to sway people to worship false gods. What is 
the difference between a prophet and a 
dreamer? A prophet is someone who claims to 
convey God's words usually with a formula 
such as "Thus says the Lord". A dreamer 
claims to receive a message in a dream and 
probably was not "professional" in the sense of 
receiving and communicating these dreams 
regularly (J. Tigay). Succinctly conveyed by 
the rock group Supertramp: Dreamer, you're 
nothing but a dreamer. This individual may 
give you an תפֵֽוֹמ תוֹא֖  וֹא֥ -a sign or a portent 
(13:2) which is how Moses was able to gain the 
trust of the Israelites, but the telltale sign of his 
veracity is his allegiance to God.  

 
קוֹחרָוְ בוֹרקָ      Near and Far 

Enticement and curiosity of other gods may 
emerge from peoples that are either   םי בִ֣רֹקְּ הַ

ךָּמֶּ֑מִ םי קִ֣חֹרְ הָ וֹא֖ zילֶ֔אֵ -near to you or far from 
you (13:8) indicating the degree to which 
wonder and fascination of other people's and 
cultures is such an extraordinary feature of 
humanity.  

 
 Brother and Kinsman      העָרֵוְ חאַ

Moving on to other issues, during the 
Sabbatical year, one is instructed not to 
oppress וי חִ֔אָ ־תאֶוְ וּ֙ה עֵ֙רֵ ־תאֶ -one's kinsman or 
one's brother (15:2). The pair רֵעָה וְ ח  ought to אַ
remind us of Leviticus 19 in which we are told 

zבֶ֑בָלְבִּ zי חִ֖אָ־ ֹל תאֶ אנָ֥שְׂתִ־אֽ -do not hate your 
brother in your heart (Lev. 19:17) and also 

z֖ ָּוֹמ֑כz עֲרֵ לְ תָּ֥בְהַאָֽוְ -to love your kinsman as 

yourself (Lev. 19:18). The intensity of the 
relationship of brother and kinsman 
demarcates the boundary between kith and kin 
and all others.  

 
דיַ חַוֹלשְׁמִוּ השֵׂעֲמַ    Do and Make 

As a result of giving to others God will bless 
you z דֶֽיָ חלַ֥שְׁמִ לכֹ֖בְוּ  zשֶׂ֔עֲמַ  ־לכׇֽבְּ - in all your 
doings and in all the enterprises of your hand 
(Deut. 15:10) which is an interesting way to 
encapsulate labor: there are things you do and 
things you make.   

 
ןוֹיבְאֶוְ ינִעֲ      Afflicted and Needy 

We are commanded to give to the poor with 
this formulation: ָּ֠דְיָ־תאֶ חתַּ֨פְתִּ חַתֹ֠פz֜ - you are to 
open, yes, open your hand -  ַיֶּ֛נִעֲל z zיחִ֧אָלְ 
֖ zנְיֹבְאֶלְוּ - to your brother, to your afflicted one 
and to your needy-one in your land (15:11). 
Are these three separate classifications: 1) 
your brother, 2) your afflicted-one and 3) 
your needy-one, or two: 1) your brother who 
is also afflicted, and 2) your needy-one? The 
interesting thing with triples is that they can be 
subdivided into a pair. The cantillation groups 

z יֶּ֛נִעֲלַ zיחִ֧אָלְ  as one unit and differentiates it 
from ֶנְיֹבְאz  creating two spheres of obligation: 
your brother who has fallen on hard times, and 
a needy person in your community to whom 
you are also obligated. It is worth exploring the 
different psychological and emotional 
dynamics of giving to your brother as opposed 
to giving to a stranger.  

 
תבַוּ ןבֵּ    Son and Daughter 

המָאַוְ דבֶעֶ    Slave and Maidservant 
הנָמָלְאַוְ םוֹתיָ    Orphan and Widow 

On Festivals entire households plus the Levite 
and the stranger make the pilgrimage.  (16:11)   

 
Other pairs in this parasha: the Levite has no 

הלָ֖חֲנַוְ קלֶחֵ֥ - portion and inheritance (12:12). 
You are to do ַרשָׁ֔יָּהַוְ בוֹטּ֣ה -what is good and 
what is right (12:28). If you live to far from the 
Temple to bring your tithe, you can sell it and 
use the money to buy sheep or cattle or ַּ֙ן֙יִי 

רכָ֔שֵּׁבַוּ -wine or any other intoxicant (14:26). 
There are categories of animals that cannot be 
sacrificed: ִרוֵּ֔ע חַ֙סֵּ֙פִּ  וֹא֣ -lame or blind (15:21) 


