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 דקַּ֖פֻּ רשֶׁ֥אֲ תדֻ֔עֵהָ ןכַּ֣שְׁמִ ן֙כָּשְׁמִּהַ ידֵ֤וּקפְ הלֶּאֵ֣ א״כ:ח״ל תומש
 ׃ןהֵֽכֹּהַ ןרֹ֖הֲאַ־ןבֶּֽ רמָ֔תָיאִֽ ד֙יַבְּ םיִּ֔וִלְהַ ת֙דַבֹעֲ השֶׁ֑מֹ יפִּ֣־לעַ

Exodus 38:21 These are the records of the 
Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Testimony, 
which were drawn up at Moses’ bidding—the 
work of the Levites under the direction of Ithamar 
son of Aaron the priest. Why the need for the 
records of the Tabernacle? This chapter functions 
as a mini-almanac - or if we Yiddishized that, we 
would call it an "AlmaNAckele", thus these 
verses are a kind of Tabernacle Almanackele! 
Almanacs satisfy curiosity and tell a story. Here 
the curiosity is the quantity of raw materials used 
in the mishkan and the story is that everything 
that was donated was used, attesting to the 
honesty and trustworthiness of Moses. 
תדֻ֔עֵהָ ןכַּ֣שְׁמִ  -Tabernacle of the Testimony. This is 
the full name of the Mishkan, telling us that its 
major role was to house the Ark of the Testimony, 

תודעה ןורא . Midrash Tanhuma states that the 
Mishkan functions as testimony to the world that 
God forgave Israel after the golden calf. 

 xכָלְוּ .לגֶעֵהָ השֵׂעֲמַ לעַ םהֶלָ רפֵּכַּתְנִּשֶׁ תוֹמּאֻהָ לכָּ וּעדְיֵּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ 
 .םלָוֹעהָ יאֵבָּ לכָלְ תוּדעֵ אוּהשֶׁ תוּדעֵהָ ןכַּשְׁמִ ארָקְנִ
 שׁדֶקֹּ֑הַ תכֶאלֶ֣מְ לכֹ֖בְּ הכָ֔אלָמְּלַ י֙וּשׂעָהֶֽ בהָ֗זָּהַ־לכׇּ :ד״כ ח״ל
 םישִׁ֛�שְׁוּ תוֹא֧מֵ עבַ֨שְׁוּ רכָּ֔כִּ ם֙ירִשְׂעֶוְ עשַׁתֵּ֤ הפָ֗וּנתְּהַ בהַ֣זְ ׀ יהִ֣יְוַ

 ׃שׁדֶקֹּֽהַ לקֶשֶׁ֥בְּ לקֶשֶׁ֖
38:24 All the gold that was used for the work, in 
all the work of the sanctuary—the elevation 
offering of gold—came to 29 talents and 730 
shekels by the sanctuary weight. Just for the sake 
of curiosity, there are 3000 shekels in a talent. 
The total number of gold shekels in the project 
would have been 87,730. A shekel is .2 oz. and 
the price of gold is $1945 per oz. So the total 
amount of gold in the mishkan would be worth... 
$34,126,970! An extraordinary sum in any era!  

 לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ וּ֙שׂעֲיַּ וַֽ דעֵ֑וֹמ להֶאֹ֣ ןכַּ֖שְׁמִ תדַ֕בֹעֲ־לכׇּ לכֶתֵּ֕וַ ב״ל:ט״ל
  ׃וּשֽׂעָ ןכֵּ֥ השֶׁ֖מֹ־תאֶ 'ה הוָּ֧צִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ לכֹ֠כְּ֠

39:32 Thus was completed all the work of the 
Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. The Israelites 
did so; just as God had commanded Moses, so 
they did. The language of the completion of the 
Mishkan echoes the language of the completion 
of Creation: 

 יעִ֔יבִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣בַּ ם֙יקִ�אֱ לכַ֤יְוַ ׃םאָֽבָצְ־לכׇוְ ץרֶאָ֖הָוְ םיִמַ֥שָּׁהַ וּלּ֛כֻיְוַ
 רשֶׁ֥אֲ וֹתּ֖כְאלַמְ־לכׇּמִ יעִ֔יבִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣בַּ ת֙בֹּשְׁיִּוַ השָׂ֑עָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ וֹתּ֖כְאלַמְ
  ׃השָֽׂעָ

The heaven and the earth were completed, and all 
their array. On the seventh day God completed 
the work that had been undertaken: [God] ceased 
on the seventh day from doing any of the work. 
Genesis begins with God making the heavens. 
Exodus ends with Israel making the Mishkan. 
Pslam 150:1 captures this paradox beautifully:  

 וֹזּֽעֻ עַיקִ֥רְבִּ וּהוּל֗לְהַֽ֝    וֹשׁ֑דְקׇבְּ לאֵ֥־וּללְהַֽ
Praise God in His zone of holiness, Praise God in 
the expansive heavens of His strength. God is 
beyond creation and God's presence emanates 
from the infinitesimal space above the cherubim 
in the Holy of Holies.  

־תאֶוְ להֶאֹ֖הָ־תאֶ השֶׁ֔מֹ־לאֶ ן֙כָּשְׁמִּהַ־תאֶ וּאיבִ֤יָּוַ ג״מ-ג״ל:ט״ל תומש
 תרֹ֤וֹע הסֵ֞כְמִ־תאֶוְ  ׃וינָֽדָאֲוַ וידָ֥מֻּעַוְ וחָ֖ירִבְּ וישָׁ֔רָקְ ויסָ֣רָקְ וילָ֑כֵּ־לכׇּ
־תאֶ ׃Tסָֽמָּהַ תכֶרֹ֥פָּ תאֵ֖וְ םישִׁ֑חָתְּהַ תרֹ֣עֹ הסֵ֖כְמִ־תאֶוְ םימִ֔דָּאׇמְהַ ם֙לִיאֵהָֽ
 תאֵ֖וְ וילָ֔כֵּ־לכׇּ־תאֶ ן֙חָלְשֻּׁהַ־תאֶ ׃תרֶפֹּֽכַּהַ תאֵ֖וְ וידָּ֑בַּ־תאֶוְ תדֻ֖עֵהָ ןוֹר֥אֲ
־לכׇּ־תאֶוְ הכָ֖רָעֲמַּֽהַ תרֹ֛נֵ הָיתֶ֗רֹנֵ־תאֶ הרָ֜הֹטְּהַ הרָ֨נֹמְּהַ־תאֶ  ׃םינִֽפָּהַ םחֶלֶ֥
 תאֵ֖וְ החָ֔שְׁמִּהַ ןמֶשֶׁ֣ ת֙אֵוְ בהָ֔זָּהַ חבַּ֣זְמִ ת֙אֵוְ  ׃רוֹאֽמָּהַ ןמֶשֶׁ֥ תאֵ֖וְ הָילֶ֑כֵּ
 רבַּ֤כְמִ־תאֶוְ תשֶׁחֹ֗נְּהַ חבַּ֣זְמִ ׀ תאֵ֣  ׃להֶאֹֽהָ חתַפֶּ֥ Tסַ֖מָ תאֵ֕וְ םימִּ֑סַּהַ תרֶטֹ֣קְ
 ת֩אֵ ׃וֹנּֽכַּ־תאֶוְ ריֹּ֖כִּהַ־תאֶ וילָ֑כֵּ־לכׇּ־תאֶוְ וידָּ֖בַּ־תאֶ וֹל֔־רשֶׁאֲ ת֙שֶׁחֹ֨נְּהַ
־תאֶ רצֵ֔חָהֶֽ רעַשַׁ֣לְ T֙סָמָּהַ־תאֶוְ הָינֶ֗דָאֲ־תאֶוְ הָידֶ֣מֻּעַ־תאֶ רצֵ֜חָהֶ יעֵ֨לְקַ
 ידֵ֥גְבִּ־תאֶ ׃דעֵֽוֹמ להֶאֹ֥לְ ןכָּ֖שְׁמִּהַ תדַ֥בֹעֲ ילֵ֛כְּ־לכׇּ תאֵ֗וְ הָיתֶ֑דֹתֵיוִ וירָ֖תָימֵ
 וינָ֖בָ ידֵ֥גְבִּ־תאֶוְ ןהֵ֔כֹּהַ ןרֹ֣הֲאַלְ שׁ֙דֶקֹּ֨הַ ידֵ֤גְבִּ־תאֶ שׁדֶקֹּ֑בַּ תרֵ֣שָׁלְ דרָ֖שְּׂהַ
־לכׇּ תאֵ֖ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ וּ֙שׂעָ ןכֵּ֤ השֶׁ֑מֹ־תאֶ 'ה הוָּ֥צִ־רשֶׁאֲ לכֹ֛כְּ ׃ןהֵֽכַלְ
 'ה הוָּ֥צִ רשֶׁ֛אֲכַּ הּתָ֔אֹ וּשׂ֣עָ ה֙נֵּהִוְ הכָ֗אלָמְּהַ־לכׇּ־תאֶ השֶׁ֜מֹ ארְיַּ֨וַ ׃הדָֽבֹעֲהָ
  ׃השֶֽׁמֹ םתָ֖אֹ 4רֶבָ֥יְוַ וּשׂ֑עָ ןכֵּ֣

39:33-43 Then they brought the Tabernacle to Moses, 
with the Tent and all its furnishings: its clasps, its 
planks, its bars, its posts, and its sockets; the covering 
of tanned ram skins, the covering of dolphin skins, and 
the curtain for the screen;  the Ark of the Pact and its 
poles, and the cover; the table and all its utensils, and 
the bread of display;  the pure lampstand, its lamps—
lamps in due order—and all its fittings, and the oil for 
lighting; the altar of gold, the oil for anointing, the 
aromatic incense, and the screen for the entrance of 
the Tent; the copper altar with its copper grating, its 
poles and all its utensils, and the laver and its stand; 
the hangings of the enclosure, its posts and its sockets, 
the screen for the gate of the enclosure, its cords and 
its pegs—all the furnishings for the service of the 
Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; the service vestments 
for officiating in the sanctuary, the sacral vestments of 
Aaron the priest, and the vestments of his sons for 
priestly service. Just as God had commanded Moses, 
so the Israelites had done all the work. And when 
Moses saw that they had performed all the tasks—
as God had commanded, so they had done—Moses 
blessed them. This text is gorgeous on so many 
levels. It functions as a Song to the Mishkan, a kind 



of celebration to the assembly of the Mishkan. 
And in reading it, we visualize the parade of all 
the items, and we get a sense satisfaction, the way 
any completed project would bring satisfaction. 
We experience a vicarious joy as spectators, and 
share in the aspiration of what is to come. The last 
verse echoes Creation. God saw everything that 
He had made...here Moses sees what they had 
made, and that they had made it ַּה הוָּ֥צִ רשֶׁ֛אֲכ'  just as 
God had commanded. If you read the next chapter 
describing how the entire mishkan was put together, 
you will discover that the phrase ֶהשֶׁמֹ תא ׳ה      הוָּצִ רשֶׁאֲכַּ
just as God commanded Moses, occurs seven 
times, which again, is a nod to Creation. Moses 
blessing of Israel is a beautiful moment. The content 
of the blessing is not disclosed to us, which is an 
acknowledgement that any text for this occasion 
would have been insufficient.  Moses is a precursor to 
Lincoln at Gettysburg: The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here. Models of 
understatement and humility. And so the Torah leaves 
it unsaid. As anyone who has ever tried to offer a 
benediction knows, it is not possible ot encapsulate all 
the emotions and significance of this moment. But the 
rabbis tried to imagine what he said as follows:  

 ןכרב ךכ רמוא מ"ר םכידי השעמ לע הניכש הרשת םהל רמא
 )א םירבד( םימעפ ףלא םככ םכילע ףסוי םכיתובא יקלא 'ה
 הניכש התרשו ןכשמ תכאלמב םתקסעתנש םשכ םהל רמא
 הרשתו הריחבה תיב וינפל ונבתו וכזת ךכ םכידי השעמ לע
 ג:ז תוחנמ אתפסות   םכידי השעמ לע הניכש

He said to them, May God's divine presence dwell 
upon the work of your hands. R. Meir (offered this 
interpretation:), this is what God bestowed upon 
them: "Lord, God of your fathers, He will 
increase upon you a thousand fold." (Deut. 1) He 
(Moses) said to them, "As you have worked on the 
building of the sanctuary and the divine presence 
has dwelled upon the work of your hands, so too, 
shall you be privileged to build before Him the 
Temple and have His presence dwell upon the 
work of your hands." In other words, Moses said 
expressed the hope that the Mishkan would serve 
its purpose of bringing God's presence to the 
people. In Rabbi Meir's imagination, Moses 
blessed them by saying effectively, the best is yet 
to come! In yet another midrash on this text, 
Moses prays that the Mishkan be safe from the 
'evil eye' and those who would try to destroy it.  

 להֶאֹ֥ ןכַּ֖שְׁמִ־תאֶ םיקִ֕תָּ שׁדֶחֹ֑לַ דחָ֣אֶבְּ ןוֹשׁ֖ארִהָ שׁדֶחֹ֥הַ־םוֹיבְּ ׳ב:׳מ
 ׃דעֵֽוֹמ

40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall 
set up the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. 

Look what a year has brought! Exactly one year 
before this, they were still slaves in Egypt. They 
were just about to get the instructions of what to 
do prior to the exodus. They left Egypt, the went 
through the Red Sea, they experienced thirst, they 
fought a war, they encamped at Sinai, they 
experienced God's voice there and were terrified, 
they entered into a covenant with God and 
violated it by worshiping the golden calf. Moses 
shattered the tablets and a civil war broke out. 
God forgave them, Moses got a second set of 
tablets and then they proceeded to build the 
Mishkan. A year ago we were slaves to Pharoah 
and were less than nothing. Look at us now! We 
are servants of God and precious to Him. 

־לעַ םידִּ֖בַּהַ־תאֶ םשֶׂ֥יָּוַ ןרֹ֔אָהָ֣־לאֶ ת֙דֻעֵהָ־תאֶ ןתֵּ֤יִּוַ חקַּ֞יִּוַ ׳כ:׳מ
 ׃הלָעְמָֽלְמִ ןרֹ֖אָהָ־לעַ תרֶפֹּ֛כַּהַ־תאֶ ןתֵּ֧יִּוַ ןרֹ֑אָהָ

40:20 He took the Testimony and placed it in the 
ark; he fixed the poles to the ark, placed the cover 
on top of the ark... This had to be the most 
important moment in the whole assembly. The 
"deposit" and the en-coffer-ment of the tablets. 
Think of award ceremonies or graduations: the 
key moment is the moment of transmittal of the 
trophy or certificate. In shul, the return of the 
Torah to the Ark at the end of the reading 
hearkens back to this moment.  

 ׃ןכָּֽשְׁמִּהַ־תאֶ אלֵ֖מָ 'ה דוֹב֣כְוּ דעֵ֑וֹמ להֶאֹ֣־תאֶ ן נָ֖עָהֶ סכַ֥יְוַ ד״ל:׳מ
40:34 the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and 
the Glory of God filled the Tabernacle. The Tent 
is now the equivalent of Mount Sinai. Just as the 
cloud covered the mountain, the cloud now 
envelops the Tabernacle.  

 ן נָ֑עָהֶ וילָ֖עָ ןכַ֥שָׁ־יכִּֽ דעֵ֔וֹמ להֶאֹ֣־לאֶ א֙וֹבלָ השֶׁ֗מֹ לכֹ֣יָ־אֹלוְ ה״ל:׳מ
 ׃ןכָּֽשְׁמִּהַ־תאֶ אלֵ֖מָ 'ה דוֹב֣כְוּ

40:35 Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting, 
because the cloud had settled upon it and the 
Glory of God filled the Tabernacle. This ought to 
arouse our curiosity because at Mount Sinai, 
Moses was able to go into the cloud. According 
to Sifra quoted by Rashi, from now on, Moses 
could only enter the Mishkan when the cloud was 
not there.  

 ינֵ֥יעֵלְ וֹבּ֑ הלָיְלַ֖ ה֥יֶהְתִּ שׁאֵ֕וְ םמָ֔וֹי ן֙כָּשְׁמִּהַ־לעַֽ 'ה ןנַ֨עֲ י֩כִּ ח״ל:׳מ
 ׃םהֶֽיעֵסְמַ־לכׇבְּ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־תיבֵּֽ־לכׇ

40:38 For over the Tabernacle a cloud of God 
rested by day, and fire would appear in it by 
night, in the view of all the house of Israel 
throughout their journeys.  The book ends wtih 
this cool cumulus cloud coda. Hazak Hazak Ve-
Nithazek! Shabbat Shalom!  Be a Parasha Sheet Sponsor! 


