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ֹז ׳ד:׳ד רבדמב  שׁדֶקֹ֖ דעֵ֑וֹמ להֶאֹ֣בְּ תהָ֖קְ־ינֵבְּ תדַ֥בֹעֲ תא֛
 ׃םישִֽׁדָקֳּהַ

Numbers 4:4 This is the work of the sons of 
Kehat in the Tent of Meeting: the most sacred 
objects. 

ֹז ד״כ:׳ד רבדמב  ׃אשָּֽׂמַלְוּ דבֹ֖עֲלַ ינִּ֑שֻׁרְגֵּהַ תחֹ֖פְּשְׁמִ תדַ֔בֹעֲ תא֣
Numbers 4:24 This is the work of the 
Gershonite clans as to labor and porterage: 

ֹז ג״ל:׳ד רבדמב  םתָ֖דָבֹעֲ־לכׇלְ ירִ֔רָמְ ינֵ֣בְּ ת֙חֹפְּשְׁמִ תדַ֗בֹעֲ תא֣
 ׃ןהֵֽכֹּהַ ןרֹ֖הֲאַ־ןבֶּֽ רמָ֔תָיאִֽ ד֙יַבְּ דעֵ֑וֹמ להֶאֹ֣בְּ

Numbers 4:33 This is the work of the clans of 
the sons of Merari pertaining to their various 
duties in the Tent of Meeting under the direction 
of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. While 4:4 is 
from last week's parasha, we note that the duties 
of the Levites are divided into the three Levitical 
clans: the Kohatites, the Gershonites and the 
Merarites. The Kohatites tended to the holy 
vessels, the Gershonites, the coverings and all the 
textiles, and the Merarites carried all the beams 
and fasteners. The Levites were the "roadies" of 
the sanctuary. They break down the structure, 
they pack everything up, they load up the wagons 
and they transport everything to the next venue.  

 אוהִ֣וְ וֹתּ֖שְׁאִ־תאֶ אנֵּ֥קִוְ האָ֛נְקִ־חַוּרֽ וילָ֧עָ רבַ֨עָוְ ד״י:׳ה רבדמב
ֹל איהִ֖וְ וֹתּ֔שְׁאִ־תאֶ אנֵּ֣קִוְ ה֙אָנְקִ־חַוּרֽ וילָ֤עָ רבַ֨עָ־וֹא האָמָ֑טְנִ  א֥
 ׃האָמָֽטְנִ

Numbers 5:14 but a fit of jealousy comes over 
him and he is wrought up about the wife who has 
defiled herself—or if a fit of jealousy comes over 
him and he is wrought up about his wife although 
she has not defiled herself— A troubling passage 
on many levels. Here a husband who suspects his 
wife of adultery subjects her to an ordeal admini-
stered by the Kohen in the sanctuary. Outside of 
the ritual structure, one can only imagine what 
could have happened to this woman. Perhaps  the 
Torah was trying to channel the ֽהאָ֛נְקִ־חַוּר  
(jealousy) from the possibility of violence and 
even murder, to the structured ritual setting where 
the verdict is attributed to God.   

 השָּׁ֗אִ־וֹאֽ שׁיאִ֣ םהֶ֑לֵאֲ תָּ֖רְמַאָוְ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ־לאֶ ר֙בֵּדַּ ׳ב:׳ו רבדמב
 ׃'הלַֽ ריזִּ֖הַלְ ריזִ֔נָ רדֶ נֶ֣ ר֙דֹּנְלִ א֙לִפְיַ יכִּ֤

Numbers 6:2 Speak to the Israelites and say to 
them: If any men or women explicitly utter a 
nazirite’s vow, to set themselves apart for ה'. Who 
is the Nazir/Nezira? Simply put, this is an 
individual who wants to live closer to God. He or 

she possesses fervor for a particular kind of piety. 
The Torah channels that zeal into a set of restric-
tions that resemble the restrictions on the Kohen 
especially with regard to impurity. But this 
individual also has to abstain from wine and any 
grape product, and from any haircutting or 
shaving throughout the duration of the vow. Why 
wine? Why hair? See next year's Parasha Sheet!  

־תאֶ וּכ֖רְבָתְ הכֹּ֥ רמֹ֔אלֵ וינָ֣בָּ־לאֶוְ ן֙רֹהֲאַ־לאֶֽ רבֵּ֤דַּ ג״כ:׳ו רבדמב
          ׃םהֶֽלָ רוֹמ֖אָ לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ

Numbers 6:23 Speak to Aaron and his sons: 
Thus shall you bless the people of Israel. Say to 
them... The Kohanim play an extraordinary role 
in the life of the people. In administering the 
sanctuary, offering the sacrifices, adjudicators of 
purity and impurity, the Kohanim are agents of 
God's holiness, that is, they are a family of priests 
to the people of Israel in the way that the entire 
people of Israel is to be a "kingdom of priests" 
for the world. The ritual life of Israel is practiced 
in silence in the holy areas of the sanctuary. But 
with the birkat kohanim - the Priestly Blessing, 
the Kohanim have a chance to break through and 
verbally "place God's name" on the people. In 
pronouncing these blessings the Kohanim 
become the channel through which God blesses 
Israel, with the promise of divine protection, 
light, kindness and peace.   

 ןכָּ֗שְׁמִּהַ־תאֶ םיקִ֣הָלְ השֶׁ֜מֹ תוֹלּ֨כַּ ם֩וֹיבְּ יהִ֡יְוַ ׳א:׳ז רבדמב
־לכׇּ־תאֶוְ חַבֵּ֖זְמִּהַ־תאֶוְ וילָ֔כֵּ־לכׇּ־תאֶוְ וֹ֙תאֹ שׁדֵּ֤קַיְוַ וֹת֜אֹ חשַׁ֨מְיִּוַ
 ׃םתָֽאֹ שׁדֵּ֥קַיְוַ םחֵ֖שָׁמְיִּוַ וילָ֑כֵּ

Numbers 7:1 On the day that Moses finished 
setting up the Tabernacle, he anointed and 
consecrated it and all its furnishings, as well as 
the altar and its utensils. When he had anointed 
and consecrated them... What day was this? The 
Torah tells us elsewhere that the sanctuary was 
set up on the first day of the first month in the 
second year of the exodus. But we also know that 
prior to its inauguration, Aaron and the Kohanim 
spent eight days sequestered inside the sanctuary, 
and that on the eighth day, Aaron's two sons 
Nadav and Avihu were incinerated upon bringing 
a "strange fire". What was intended to be 
celebratory ended up being catastrophic. Was the 
eighth day of the inauguration the first day of the 
first month? Possibly. What follows on the next 
twelve successive days is that each day a tribal 
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chieftain presents a set of gifts to the sanctuary.  
 ןוֹשׁ֥חְנַ וֹנ֑בָּרְקׇ־תאֶ ןוֹשׁ֖ארִהָ םוֹיּ֥בַּ בירִ֛קְמַּהַ יהִ֗יְוַ ב״י:׳ז רבדמב
  ׃הדָֽוּהיְ הטֵּ֥מַלְ בדָ֖נָימִּעַ־ןבֶּ

Numbers 7:12 The one who presented his 
offering on the first day was Nahshon son of 
Amminadab of the tribe of Judah.  Considering 
that the Nadav and Avihu catastrophe had just 
taken place, the procession of gifts takes on 
greater significance. It signals that the "show 
must go on." There is no public or private 
mourning for Nadav and Avihu, and no 
suspension of communal festivities. As the first 
in the series of twelve tribal leaders, Nahshon ben 
Aminadav (according to midrash, the first to go in the Red Sea)  
has the task of representing the people and 
possibly also comforting the Kohanim.  He is 

uniquely positioned to do so 
because his sister, Elisheva, is 
married to Aaron, making him 
Aaron's brother-in-law and also 
Nadav and Avihu's uncle. The 
tribe of Judah will go on to 
become the predominant tribe of 

Israel, and, as we just saw at the end of the book 
of Ruth, Nahshon was the father of Salmah, the 
grandfather of Boaz, the great-grandfather of 
Oved, the great-great grandfather of Yishai and 
the great-great-great Grandfather of David. The 
first gift to the Tabernacle can be seen then, as a 
foreshadowing of the partnership between Israel's 
future monarchy and future priesthood.  

 ה֮אָמֵוּ םישִׁ֣�שְׁ תחַ֗אַ ףסֶכֶּ֣־תרַעֲקַֽ וֹנ֞בָּרְקׇוְ ז״י-ג״י:׳ז רבדמב
 ׀ םהֶ֣ינֵשְׁ שׁדֶקֹּ֑הַ לקֶשֶׁ֣בְּ לקֶשֶׁ֖ םיעִ֥בְשִׁ ףסֶכֶּ֔ ד֙חָאֶ קרָ֤זְמִ הּ֒לָקָשְׁמִ
 האָ֥לֵמְ בהָ֖זָ הרָ֥שָׂעֲ תחַ֛אַ ףכַּ֥ ׃החָֽנְמִלְ ןמֶשֶּׁ֖בַ הלָ֥וּלבְּ תלֶסֹ֛ םיאִ֗לֵמְ
  ׃הלָֽעֹלְ וֹת֖נָשְׁ־ןבֶּ דחָ֥אֶ־שׂבֶכֶּֽ דחָ֛אֶ ליִאַ֧ רקָ֗בָּ־ןבֶּ דחָ֞אֶ רפַּ֣ ׃תרֶטֹֽקְ
 םלִ֤יאֵ ם֒יִנַ֒שְׁ רקָ֣בָּ ם֮ימִלָשְּׁהַ חבַ֣זֶלְוּ ׃תאטָּֽחַלְ דחָ֖אֶ םיזִּ֥עִ־ריעִשְׂ
 ןוֹשׁ֖חְנַ ןבַּ֥רְקׇ ה֛זֶ השָּׁ֑מִחֲ הנָ֖שָׁ־ינֵֽבְּ םישִׂ֥בָכְּ השָּׁ֔מִחֲ םידִ֣וּתּעַ ה֙שָּׁמִחֲ
 ׃בדָֽנָימִּעַ־ןבֶּ

His offering: one silver bowl weighing 130 shekels 
and one silver basin of 70 shekels by the sanctuary 
weight, both filled with choice flour with oil mixed 
in, for a meal offering;  one gold ladle of 10 shekels, 
filled with incense; one bull of the herd, one ram, 
and one lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering; 
one goat for a sin offering; and for his sacrifice of 
well-being: two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and 
five yearling lambs. That was the offering of 
Nahshon son of Amminadab. 

 
* Songs with lists are found in every culture including our 
own popular culture: California Girls, by the Beach Boys; 
Paul Simon's 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover, Billy Joel's 

1 silver bowl  130 shekels filled with flour/oil 
1 silver basin  70 shekels filled with flour/oil 
1 gold ladle  10 shekels filled with incense  
Total: 210 shekels 
1 bull olah - burnt offering  

 1 ram 
1 lamb 
1 goat hatat - sin offering  
2 oxen zevah shelamim - well-

being offering  
 

5 rams 
5 he-goats 
5 yearling lambs 
Total: 21 animals 

Some observations:  the total number of animals 
is 21; the  total weight of the gold and silver gifts 
is 21x10=210 shekels. Nice. Both are multiples of 
7. The quantity of flour/oil is not specified but we 
can speculate that it was probably enough to 
constitute the minha offering. Same with incense 
but again, we can speculate that it was probably 
enough for a single use. 17 of the 21 animals 
would have been consumed, probably not enough 
to feed the whole tribe, unless each person got a 
tiny slice of meat! When Solomon dedicated the 
Temple he offered 120,000 sheep and  22,000 
oxen which was probably enough to feed the 
thousands of people in attendance!  The contrast 
is instructive: here, the tribes are key players; 
there the tribes are subsumed by the role of the 
king. Compared to Solomon, the tribal gifts seem 
almost primitive.  But we cannot underestimate 
their symbolic value. As we have pointed out, the 
Torah devotes an unusual amount of space to 
delineate each of the   identical offerings, as if to 
say that each and every tribe had a share in the 
dedication and each was precious. The Torah 
trope is identical for each paragraph which makes 
this an unusual piece of Torah reading.  We are 
familiar with the singing of lists: Passover alone 
has the Signs of the Seder, the  Plagues, Day-
yenu, Ehad Mi Yodea and Had Gadya, and there 
are many more examples in Jewish culture.* It 
shouldn't surprise that the Torah takes up 
significant parchment with these lists. They 
constitute one great song, and rather than a 
tedious repetition they are ultimately an 
expression of gratitude, peoplehood and joy!  

We Didn't Start the Fire. See also Avro Part Which Was the 
Son Of... which is a genealogy set to music.  

Nahshon 
Salmah 
Boaz-Ruth 
Oved 
Yishai 
David 
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