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 ץרֶאָ֑הָ־לעַ םידִ֖קִפְּ דקֵ֥פְיַוְ העֹ֔רְפַ השֶׂ֣עֲיַ ד״ל:א״מ תישארב
 ׃עבָֽשָּׂהַ ינֵ֥שְׁ עבַשֶׁ֖בְּ םיִרַ֔צְמִ ץרֶאֶ֣־תאֶ שׁ֙מֵּחִוְ

Genesis 41:34 And let Pharaoh take steps to 
appoint overseers over the land and organize the 
land of Egypt in the seven years of plenty. Having 
interpreted the dream satisfactorily, Joseph now 
provides advice for the administration of the 
state. In this scene Joseph moves into the orbit of 
Pharaoh. Pharoah becomes Joseph's surrogate 
father. Here, the Hebrew son gives administrative 
advice to his Gentile father. In Exodus, a Gentile 
father (Yitro) will give administrative advice to 
his Hebrew son (Moses).  

ֹיּוַ ח״ל:א״מ  חַוּר֥ רשֶׁ֛אֲ שׁיאִ֕ הזֶ֔כָ אצָ֣מְנִהֲ וידָ֑בָעֲ־לאֶ העֹ֖רְפַּ רמֶא֥

 ׃וֹבּֽ םיקIִ֖אֱ

41:38 And Pharaoh said to his courtiers, “Could 
we find another like him, a man in whom is the 
spirit of God?”  The progression of terms used 
for Joseph throughout the story makes an interes-
ting study. רענ -lad, דלי -boy, שיא -man, דבע -slave. 

In the next chapter he will be referred to as טילשה -
ruler and ריבשמה -provider. Here he is an שיא . It 
does seem odd for Pharaoh to state that Joseph 
possesses the spirit of God. But recall that Joseph 
has already mentioned םיהולא -God five times in 
front of Pharaoh. Pharaoh's reaction, while not a 
theological affirmation of God's supremacy, is a 
bemused recognition that this man may have 
some extra special godly power.  

 אסֵּ֖כִּהַ קרַ֥ ימִּ֑עַ־לכׇּ קשַּׁ֣יִ vיפִּ֖־לעַוְ יתִ֔יבֵּ־לעַ ה֣יֶהְתִּ ה֙תָּאַ ׳מ:א״מ
 ׃ךָּמֶּֽמִ לדַּ֥גְאֶ

41:40 You shall be in charge of my house, and 
by your command shall all my people be directed; 
only with respect to the throne shall I be superior 
to you.” When the cup-bearer reported to Pharaoh 
that there was a Hebrew lad with us in jail he 
mentioned that this lad was also slave to the רש 

םיחבט  This must have jogged Pharoah's .ה
memory. How could Pharaoh not have heard of 
the salacious scandal? Pharoah knows he has a 
prodigious talent to run the palace and the state. 
But he also knows that he's got to neutralize his 
sexuality and construct a boundary around him to 
placing him off-limits to the other women in the 
household. So he marries him off, hence:  וֹל֣־ןתֶּיִּוַ
ה  שָּׁ֑אִלְ ןאֹ֖ ןהֵ֥כֹּ ערַפֶ֛ יטִוֹפּ֥־תבַּ תנַ֗סְאָֽ־תאֶ   he gave him 
Asenath daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On as a 

wife and she will bear him two sons. Joseph enters 
the highest echelon of Egyptian society, but we 
note that Osnat is not a member of the royal 
household. Thus, Joseph will always be exploit-
able if not also disposable because, as a Hebrew, 
he will never be a part of the royal family.  

 ינִשַּׁ֤נַ־יכִּֽ השֶּׁ֑נַמְ רוֹכ֖בְּהַ םשֵׁ֥־תאֶ ףסֵ֛וֹי ארָ֥קְיִּוַ ב״נ-א״נ:א״מ 
 ארָ֣קָ ינִ֖שֵּׁהַ םשֵׁ֥ תאֵ֛וְ ׃יבִֽאָ תיבֵּ֥־לכׇּ תאֵ֖וְ ילִ֔מָעֲ־לכׇּ־תאֶ ם֙יקéִאֱ
 ׃ייִֽנְעׇ ץרֶאֶ֥בְּ םיקéִ֖אֱ ינִרַ֥פְהִ־יכִּֽ םיִרָ֑פְאֶ

41:51-52 Joseph named the first-born Manas-
seh, meaning, “God has made me forget comp-
letely my hardship and my parental home.” And 
the second he named Ephraim, meaning, “God 
has made me fertile in the land of my affliction.” 
Unlike virtually every other character in Genesis, 
these boys are named by their father and not their 
mother. By giving them Hebrew names with 
specific meanings related to the odyssey of his 
life, Joseph adheres to his ancestral identity while 
living at the highest level of Egyptian society. 
Joseph becomes an exemplar of how an ethnic 
minority can straddle between two cultures.   

 בעָ֖רָהָ ה֥יָהָ־יכִּֽ םיאִ֑בָּהַ dוֹת֣בְּ רבֹּ֖שְׁלִ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ וּ֙אבֹ֨יָּוַ ׳ה:ב״מ
 ׃ןעַנָֽכְּ ץרֶאֶ֥בְּ

42:5 Thus the sons of Israel were among those 
who came to procure rations, for the famine 
extended to the land of Canaan. This is a snapshot 
of a larger migration, like all great migrations in 
which teeming hordes and "huddled masses" pick 
up and leave their ancestral lands in search of 
sustenance. But some classical commentators 
saw this as a covert way for the brothers to enter 
Egypt indistinguishably. 

ֹיּוַ םהֶ֑לָ םלַ֖חָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ תוֹמI֔חֲהַ תאֵ֚ ףסֵ֔וֹי רכֹּ֣זְיִּוַ ׳ט:ב״מ  רמֶא֤
 ׃םתֶֽאבָּ ץרֶאָ֖הָ תוַ֥רְעֶ־תאֶ תוֹא֛רְלִ םתֶּ֔אַ םילִ֣גְּרַמְ ם֙הֶלֵאֲ

42:9 Joseph remembered the dreams that he had 
dreamed about them, and said to them, “You are 
spies! You have come to see the land in its 
nakedness.” Remembering and forgetting is a key 
theme in the story. Joseph asked the cup-bearer to 
remember him but he conveniently forgot him. 
Joseph wants to put the trauma of his abduction 
and incarceration behind him, but can he really do 
that? The dreams were essential to his self-
understanding. Could he have ever forgotten 
them? He remembered perhaps means that as the 
circumstances of his life changed, his relationship 



to these dreams changed as well. He remembers 
them now as an adult, a parent, an immigrant, and 
as the second most powerful man in Egypt.  

 וּי֥הָ־אֹל וּנחְנַ֔אֲ םינִ֣כֵּ וּנחְנָ֑ דחָ֖אֶ־שׁיאִ ינֵ֥בְּ וּנלָּ֕כֻּ ג״י-א״י:ב״מ
ֹיּוַ ׃םילִֽגְּרַמְ vידֶ֖בָעֲ ֹל םהֶ֑לֵאֲ רמֶא֖  םתֶ֥אבָּ ץרֶאָ֖הָ תוַ֥רְעֶ־יכִּֽ א֕
־שׁיאִ ינֵ֥בְּ וּנחְנַ֛אֲ ׀ םיחִ֧אַ vידֶ֨בָעֲ ר֩שָׂעָ םינֵ֣שְׁ וּר֗מְאֹיּוַ ׃תוֹאֽרְלִ

 ׃וּנּנֶֽיאֵ דחָ֖אֶהָוְ םוֹיּ֔הַ וּ֙ניבִ֙אָ־תאֶ ןטֹ֤קָּהַ הנֵּ֨הִוְ ןעַנָ֑כְּ ץרֶאֶ֣בְּ דחָ֖אֶ

42:11-13 We are all of us sons of a single man; 
we are honest men; your servants have never 
been spies!” And he said to them, “No! You have 
come to see the nakedness of the land!” And they 
replied, “Your servants are twelve, we are 
brothers, sons of a single man in the land of 
Canaan; the youngest, however, is now with our 
father, and one is no more.” This is what makes 
the Bible great! In this excerpt we have all the 
information we need to experience the tension of 
this scene. By stating first that they are the sons 
of a single man Joseph can immediately perceive 
the fault lines and tension among them. By stating 
we are honest men we can feel Joseph's blood 
begin to boil: Sure. Yeah. Right. When he charges 
them with spying, they are taken aback and spill 
more of the truth that they have just concealed 
from him. We are twelve. That is, we were 
twelve. We are brothers. That is, kind of.  We 
have a dark past. The youngest brother stayed 
home and one is no more - kind of.  

ֹיּוַ ח״י:ב״מ ֹז ישִׁ֔ילִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣בַּ ף֙סֵוֹי םהֶ֤לֵאֲ רמֶא֨ ־תאֶ וּי֑חְוִֽ וּשׂ֖עֲ תא֥

 ׃ארֵֽיָ ינִ֥אֲ םיקIִ֖אֱהָ

42:18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do 
this and you shall live, for I am a God-fearing 
man. This ought to have baffled them or at least 
signaled something strange to them. Who in 
Egypt fears God? Why would he grant them a 
temporary reprieve?  

־לעַ וּ֮נחְנַ֘אֲ ׀ םימִ֣שֵׁאֲ֮ לבָאֲ ויחִ֗אָ־לאֶ שׁיאִ֣ וּר֞מְאֹיּוַ א״כ:ב״מ
ֹלוְ וּנילֵ֖אֵ וֹנ֥נְחַֽתְהִבְּ וֹשׁ֛פְנַ תרַ֥צָ וּניאִ֜רָ רשֶׁ֨אֲ וּ֒ניחִ֒אָ ־לעַ וּנעְמָ֑שָׁ א֣
ֹזּהַ הרָ֖צָּהַ וּנילֵ֔אֵ האָבָּ֣ ן֙כֵּ  ׃תאֽ

42:21 They said to one another, “Alas, we are 
guilty on account of our brother, because we 
looked on at his anguish, yet paid no heed as he 
pleaded with us. That is why this distress has 
come upon us.” A case study of how memory of 
past events changes with age and how essential 
our need is to explain suffering. This moment 
kindles their moral reckoning, but their guilt has 
been simmering now for over 20 years.  

 רמֹ֛אלֵ  םכֶ֧ילֵאֲ יתִּרְמַ֨אָ א֩וֹלהֲ רמֹ֗אלֵ םתָ֜אֹ ןבֵ֨וּארְ ן֩עַיַּ֩וַ ב״כ:ב״מ
ֹלוְ דלֶיֶּ֖בַ וּא֥טְחֶתֶּ־לאַ  ׃שׁרָֽדְנִ הנֵּ֥הִ וֹמ֖דָּ־םגַוְ םתֶּ֑עְמַשְׁ א֣

42:22 Reuben answered them, saying: “Did I not 

tell you, saying thus: ‘Thou shalt not sin against 
the boy’? But you heard not. Thus, his blood is 
now sought!" Reuben is the butt of the Torah's 
satire. Cloaked in piety and self-righteousness, 
(and pomposity!) first, he never said that! 
Second, by his failure to protect Joseph, he is the 
one most responsible for what happened! Filled 
with his first-born's sense of entitlement, Reuben 
casts himself as the moral compass of the family. 
Ludicrous! He slept with his step-mother!  

ֹל ם֙הֵוְ ג״כ:ב״מ  ׃םתָֽנֹיבֵּ ץילִ֖מֵּהַ יכִּ֥ ףסֵ֑וֹי עַמֵ֖שֹׁ יכִּ֥ וּע֔דְ יָֽ א֣

42:23 They did not know that Joseph understood, 
for there was an interpreter between him and 
them. A brilliant piece of biblical theatricality!  

 חקַּ֤יִּוַ םהֶ֔לֵאֲ רבֵּ֣דַיְוַ ם֙הֶלֵאֲ בשׇׁ֤יָּוַ ךְּבְיֵּ֑וַ םהֶ֖ילֵעֲמֵֽ בסֹּ֥יִּוַ ד״כ:ב״מ
 ׃םהֶֽינֵיעֵלְ וֹת֖אֹ רסֹ֥אֱיֶּוַ ןוֹע֔מְשִׁ־תאֶ ם֙תָּאִמֵֽ

42:24 He turned away from them and wept. But 
he came back to them and spoke to them; and he 
took Simeon from among them and had him 
bound before their eyes. Weeping runs in the 
family. Why Simeon? Conjecture: Simeon's very 
name recalls hate.  God heard that I was hated is 
what Leah said when she named him. By 
incarcerating Simeon, Joseph telegraphs to the 
brothers that God heard that he, Joseph was hated. 

ֹיּוַ ׳ו:ג״מ  ׃חאָֽ םכֶ֖לָ דוֹע֥הַ שׁיאִ֔לָ דיגִּ֣הַלְ ילִ֑ םתֶ֖עֹרֵהֲ המָ֥לָ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ר֙מֶא֙
43:6 And Israel said, “Why did you serve me so 
ill as to tell the man that you had another 
brother?” In his continuing grief, Jacob cannot 
step out of his own frame of reference. Devoid of 
empathy and expansive perspective, he can only 
relate events to himself and his own suffering.  

ֹיּוַ ׳ח:ג״מ  יתִּ֖אִ רעַנַּ֛הַ החָ֥לְשִׁ ויבִ֗אָ לאֵ֣רָשְׂיִ־לאֶ הדָ֜וּהיְ רמֶא֨
ֹלוְ ה֙יֶחְנִֽוְ הכָלֵ֑נֵוְ המָוּק֣נָוְ  ׃וּנפֵּֽטַ־םגַּ התָּ֖אַ־םגַ וּנחְנַ֥אֲ־םגַּ תוּמ֔נָ א֣

43:8 Then Judah said to his father Israel, “Send 
the lad with me, we will up and go, we will live 
and not die—we, you, and our children. Since the 
sale of Joseph, the political center of the family 
has switched to Judah. Judah is the one who 
creates the larger frame for what is happening. 
Brilliantly, he honors his father by restating his 
father's objective.  ְֹלוְ ה֙יֶחְנִֽו  we will live and -  תוּמ֔נָ א֣
not die. (42:2)  

 ם֙יִמַ֙־ןתֶּיִּוַ ףסֵ֑וֹי התָיבֵּ֣ םישִׁ֖נָאֲהָ־תאֶ שׁיאִ֛הָ אבֵ֥יָּוַ ד״כ:ג״מ
 ׃םהֶֽירֵמֹֽחֲלַ אוֹפּ֖סְמִ ןתֵּ֥יִּוַ םהֶ֔ילֵגְרַ וּצ֣חֲרְיִּוַ

43:24 Then the man brought the men into 
Joseph’s house; he gave them water to bathe 
their feet, and he provided feed for their asses. 
Another anonymous man propels the story (see 
37:15). Great theatricality: The final confronta-
tion takes place in Joseph's house. But why...?

              !Shabbat Shalom                                  !םולש תבש
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