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 ׳ג:׳ל רבדמב
־לעַ ר֙סָּאִ רסֹ֤אְלֶ ה֙עָבֻשְׁ עבַשָּׁ֤הִ־וֹאֽ 'הלַֽ רדֶנֶ֜ רדֹּ֨יִ־יכִּֽ שׁ֩יאִ )ג(
ֹל וֹשׁ֔פְנַ  ׃השֶֽׂעֲיַ ויפִּ֖מִ אצֵ֥יֹּהַ־לכׇכְּ וֹר֑בָדְּ לחֵ֖יַ א֥

Numbers 30:3 
(3) If a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes 

an oath imposing an obligation on himself, he 

shall not break his pledge; he must carry out all 

that has crossed his lips. We cannot overestimate 
the power of a vow. Even little vows. They can raise 
the dead. Elisha Porat, Israeli poet (1938-2013): 

םינטק םירדנ -Minor Vows 
The vows that I 
make to myself 
are minor vows: such as 
to visit my father's grave 
on days of joy; 
such as to run in the evening 
after the flight of the herons 
in the distance; to be 
once again a child ascending 
an imaginary tower; to be filled 
with the scent of approaching darkness, 
with the whiteness of flowering citrus. 
 
The things that I 
wish for myself 
are minor things: such as 
to vow and to vow 
until I have gathered enough strength 
to raise the dead. (tr. Cindy Eisner)  

 ׳ב:א״ל רבדמב
־לאֶ ףסֵ֥אָתֵּ רחַ֖אַ םינִ֑יָדְמִּהַ תאֵ֖מֵ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ ת֙מַקְנִ םקֹ֗נְ )ב(
 ׃_ימֶּֽעַ

Numbers 31:2 
“Avenge the Israelite people on the Midianites; 

then you shall be gathered to your kin.” Moses 
could have stayed alive longer by putting this off. 
Instead he immediately organizes the operation. This 
shows his greatness. (Bemidbar Rabbah 22:2). But 
why would this be his last act? Perhaps because the 
Midianites remained an existential threat to Israel. It 
would be wrong of Moses to leave the people at risk. 
Perhaps it was to signal divine justice. Or consider this 
example: When Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated in 
1995, Carmi Gilon, the head of the Shin Bet, submitted 
his resignation. During that time though, there was a 
series of bombings; and plans were in the works to 
eliminate arch terrorist, Yahya Ayash, “the Engineer” 
who was responsible for them. In January 1996 Ayash 
was killed and subsequently, Gilon retired. Admiral 
William McRaven oversaw the Osama Bin Laden 

operation retired a not long after its completion. In the 
Princess Bride: After Inigo Montoya kills the six-
fingered man who killed his father, he says: I have 
been in the revenge business so long, now that it’s 
over, I don’t know what to do with the rest of my life.  

 ׳ח:א״ל רבדמב
 ׃ברֶחָֽבֶּ וּג֖רְהָ רוֹע֔בְּ־ןבֶּ םעָ֣לְבִּ ת֙אֵוְ…

Numbers 31:8 
(8)…They also put Balaam son of Beor to the 

sword. The scoundrel gets his comeuppance.   
 ׳א:ב״ל רבדמב
 וּא֞רְיִּוַ דאֹ֑מְ םוּצ֣עָ דגָ֖־ינֵבְלִוְ ןבֵ֛וּארְ ינֵ֧בְלִ היָ֞הָ ברַ֗ ׀ הנֶ֣קְמִוּ )א(
 ׃הנֶֽקְמִ םוֹק֥מְ םוֹק֖מָּהַ הנֵּ֥הִוְ דעָ֔לְגִּ ץרֶאֶ֣־תאֶוְ ר֙זֵעְיַ ץרֶאֶ֤־תאֶ

Numbers 32:1 
(1) The Reubenites and the Gadites owned cattle 

in very great numbers. Noting that the lands of 

Jazer and Gilead were a region suitable for 

cattle, they petitioned Moses for permission to settle 
the territory east of the Jordan. Why is this significant? 
Because in the previous parasha, the apportionment of 
tribal territories was accomplished by lot, suggesting 
that it was not political and that it was God who 
ordained the allotment.  The Talmud, states that it was 
done by the Urim ve-Tumim. One could have regarded 
this petition as a form of rebellion against the divine 
framework. But rather than escalate this into a full-
blown conflict, Moses makes a deal with them. You 
fight alongside your brothers and then settle the land. 
Moses’ aim is tribal solidarity. He understands that 
were they not to share the military burden it would 
have disastrous repercussions for the future people.   

 ׳ד:ב״ל רבדמב
 אוהִ֑ הנֶ֖קְמִ ץרֶאֶ֥ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ תדַ֣עֲ י֙נֵפְלִ 'ה הכָּ֤הִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ ץרֶאָ֗הָ )ד(
         }ס{ ׃הנֶֽקְמִ _ידֶ֖בָעֲלַֽוְ

Numbers 32:4 
(4) the land that the LORD has conquered for the 
community of Israel is cattle country, and your 
servants have cattle. And if you read last week’s 
parasha closely, you’re going to need a lot of cattle! A 
staggering number of animals were needed for the 
operation of the mishkan. Close to 1500/yr for daily, 
shabbat and festival offerings. Estimate: at least 6.25 
sq. miles of pasture. Add to that the hundreds of 
thousands of sheep needed for Passover and yearly 
consumption and we are talking the need for hundreds 
of square miles of pastureland. Modern Jordan is about 
34,500 sq. miles, of which 2.26% is arable. = ~780 sq. 
miles. That’s probably a little more than what they 
needed. As shepherds, they epitomize the pastoral life 
of biblical Israel. They want to maintain a free pastoral 
lifestyle.  The economic ideals for the nation, the 



pastoral ideals, and the pledge of solidarity to the rest 
of the tribal union make this a good deal.   

 ׳א:ג״ל רבדמב
 םתָ֑אֹבְצִלְ םיִרַ֖צְמִ ץרֶאֶ֥מֵ וּא֛צְיָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ לאֵ֗רָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְ יעֵ֣סְמַ הלֶּאֵ֜ )א(
 ׃ןרֹֽהֲאַוְ השֶׁ֖מֹ־דיַבְּ

Numbers 33:1 
(1) These were the marches of the Israelites who 

started out from the land of Egypt, troop by troop, 

in the charge of Moses and Aaron. The recitation 
of the 42 places of the journey is a sacred song. 
This reminds us that this entire book has been a 
book of lists.  

 ג״י:ו״ל רבדמב
 ינֵ֣בְּ־לאֶ השֶׁ֖מֹ־דיַבְּ 'ה הוָּ֧צִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ םיטִ֗פָּשְׁמִּהַוְ תוֹ֞צְמִּהַ הלֶּאֵ֣ )גי(
 ׃וֹחֽרֵיְ ןדֵּ֥רְיַ לעַ֖ באָ֔וֹמ תבֹ֣רְעַֽבְּ לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִ

Numbers 36:13 
(13) These are the commandments and 

regulations that the LORD enjoined upon the 

Israelites, through Moses, on the steppes of 

Moab, at the Jordan near Jericho.   But the book 
concludes with miscellaneous commandments.  
The stage is set for the final act: Moses’ farewell 
valedictories and the laws that will shape their 
lives in their land.  Hazak Hazak ve-Nithazek!

 
The Book of Numbers by the Numbers 

Parashas  11 Mitzvot 52 People killed 48,951 
Chapters 36 Percentage of mitzvot 8.5% Complaints etc. 10 
Verses 1,288 God’s name  350 Individuals named A lot! 
Words 16,408 Moses’ name  216 God threatens the people Too many times! 
Letters 63,530 God speaks to Moses 49  

Verses from Numbers that Appear in Jewish Liturgy 
 ו״כ-ד״כ:׳ו רבדמב
        }ס{ ׃_רֶֽמְשְׁיִוְ 'ה ֥_כְרֶבָיְ )דכ(
         }ס{ ׃ךָּ נֶּֽחֻיוִֽ _ילֶ֖אֵ וינָ֛פָּ ׀ 'ה ראֵ֨יָ )הכ(
         }ס{ ׃םוֹלֽשָׁ ֖_לְ םשֵׂ֥יָוְ _ילֶ֔אֵ ו֙ינָפָּ ׀ 'ה אשָּׂ֨יִ 

 

Numbers 6:24-26 
(24) The LORD bless you and protect you! (25) The LORD 
deal kindly and graciously with you! (26) The LORD bestow 
His favor upon you and grant you peace! 

Daily liturgy, 
Shemoneh Esreh 
and Shabbat 
Blessings over 
children.  

 ו״ל-ה״ל:׳י רבדמב
ֹיּוַ ןרֹ֖אָהָ עַסֹ֥נְבִּ יהִ֛יְוַ ׆ )הל(  'ה ׀ המָ֣וּק השֶׁ֑מֹ רמֶא֣
 החֹֻ֖נבְוּ )ול( ׃_ינֶֽפָּמִ _יאֶ֖נְשַׂמְ וּס֥נֻיָוְ _יבֶ֔יְאֹֽ וּ֙צפֻ֙יָוְ
 }פ{ ׆ ׃לאֵֽרָשְׂיִ יפֵ֥לְאַ תוֹב֖בְרִֽ 'ה הבָ֣וּשׁ רמַ֑אֹי

 

Numbers 10:35-36 
(35) When the Ark was to set out, Moses would say: Advance, 
O LORD! May Your enemies be scattered, And may Your foes 
flee before You! (36) And when it halted, he would say: 
Return, O LORD, You who are Israel’s myriads of thousands! 

Torah Service 

 ג״י:ב״י רבדמב
 אנָ֖ אפָ֥רְ אנָ֛ לאֵ֕ רמֹ֑אלֵ 'ה־לאֶ השֶׁ֔מֹ קעַ֣צְיִּוַ )גי(
 }פ{ ׃הּלָֽ

Numbers 12:13 
(13) So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, “O God, pray 
heal her!” 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat –Yedid 
Nefesh 

 ׳כ-ט״י:ד״י רבדמב
 רשֶׁ֤אֲכַוְ _דֶּ֑סְחַ לדֶגֹ֣כְּ הזֶּ֖הַ םעָ֥הָ ןוֹ֛עֲלַ אנָ֗־חלַֽסְ )טי(
ֹיּוַ )כ( ׃הנָּהֵֽ־דעַוְ םיִרַ֖צְמִּמִ הזֶּ֔הַ םעָ֣לָ ה֙תָאשָׂ֨נָ  רמֶא֣
 ׃_רֶֽבָדְכִּ יתִּחְלַ֖סָ 'ה
 

Numbers 14:19-20 
(19) Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to 
Your great kindness, as You have forgiven this people ever 
since Egypt.” (20) And the LORD said, “I pardon, as you have 
asked. 

Kol Nidre 
service 

 ו״כ:ו״ט רבדמב
 רגָּ֣הַ רגֵּ֖לַוְ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ ת֙דַעֲ־לכׇלְ חלַ֗סְנִוְ )וכ(
         }ס{ ׃הגָֽגָשְׁבִּ םעָ֖הָ־לכׇלְ יכִּ֥ םכָ֑וֹתבְּ
 

Numbers 15:26 
(26) The whole Israelite community and the stranger residing 
among them shall be forgiven, for it happened to the entire 
people through error. 

Kol Nidre 
Service  

 א״מ-ז״ל:ו״ט רבדמב
ֹיּוַ )זל(  ינֵ֤בְּ־לאֶ רבֵּ֞דַּ )חל( ׃רמֹֽאלֵּ השֶׁ֥מֹ־לאֶ 'ה רמֶא֥
 …תצִ֛יצִ םהֶ֥לָ וּשׂ֨עָוְ םהֶ֔לֵאֲ תָּ֣רְמַאָוְ ל֙אֵרָשְׂיִ

Numbers 15:37-41 
(37) The LORD said to Moses as follows: (38) Speak to the 
Israelite people and instruct them to make for themselves 
fringes on the corners of their garments … 

Daily Sh’ma 

 ׳ה:ד״כ רבדמב
 ׃לאֵֽרָשְׂיִ _יתֶ֖נֹכְּשְׁמִ בקֹ֑עֲיַ _ילֶ֖הָאֹ וּבטֹּ֥־המַ )ה(

Numbers 24:5 
(5) How fair are your tents, O Jacob, Your dwellings, O Israel! 

Upon entering 
the synagogue 

 ב״י-׳י:ה״כ רבדמב
־ןבֶּ סחָ֨נְיפִּֽ )אי( ׃רמֹֽאלֵּ השֶׁ֥מֹ־לאֶ 'ה רבֵּ֥דַיְוַ )י(
־ינֵֽבְּ לעַ֣מֵ י֙תִמָחֲ־תאֶ בישִׁ֤הֵ ןהֵ֗כֹּהַ ןרֹ֣הֲאַ־ןבֶּ רזָ֜עָלְאֶ
־תאֶ יתִילִּ֥כִ־אֹלוְ םכָ֑וֹתבְּ יתִ֖אָנְקִ־תאֶ וֹא֥נְקַבְּ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ
 וֹל֛ ןתֵ֥נֹ ינִ֨נְהִ רמֹ֑אֱ ןכֵ֖לָ )בי( ׃יתִֽאָנְקִבְּ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְּ
 ׃םוֹלֽשָׁ יתִ֖ירִבְּ־תאֶ
 

Numbers 25:10-12 
(10) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, (11) “Phinehas, son 
of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath 
from the Israelites by displaying among them his passion for 
Me, so that I did not wipe out the Israelite people in My 
passion. (12) Say, therefore, ‘I grant him My pact of 
friendship. 

Recited at a Brit 
Milah 

 


