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 ׳א:ז״ט רבדמב
  …יוִ֑לֵ־ןבֶּ תהָ֖קְ־ןבֶּ רהָ֥צְיִ־ןבֶּ חרַקֹ֔ חקַּ֣יִּוַ )א(

Numbers 16:1 
Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of 
Levi, betook himself…Who was Korah? Analyze: 

 
Korah is Aaron, Miriam, and Moses’ first cousin. 
He’s also Izhar’s first-born. The Amram’s have 
the High Priesthood (Aaron) and the Chief 
Executive (Moses). The Uzziel’s have the 
premiership of the tribe of Levi (Elzaphan).  What 
do the Izhar’s have? Nothing! Why was the whole 
family of Izhar snubbed? Korah could have been 
appointed to some office? Secretary of State? 
Minister of Finance? Chief of Police? Besides, by 
conventions of succession, he should have at least 
been head of the Levi tribe! Why Elzaphan and 
not Korah? Recall that Moses orders Mishael and 
Elzaphan to carry Nadav and Avihu’s bodies out 
when they were incinerated in the “strange fire” 
incident (Lev. 10:4). Korah was snubbed there as 
well. What was going on between the cousins? 
Speculation: Moses had no patience for Korah. 
He was already aware of Korah’s inflated ego and 
outsized sense of entitlement. He snubbed him 
because he was unsuited for any leadership post. 

 ׳ג:ז״ט רבדמב
־לכׇ יכִּ֤ ם֒כֶלָ־ברַ ם֮הֶלֵאֲ וּר֣מְאֹיּוַ ןרֹ֗הֲאַ־לעַֽוְ השֶׁ֣מֹ־לעַ וּל֞הֲקָּיִּֽוַ )ג(
 ׃'ה להַ֥קְ־לעַ וּא֖שְּׂנַתְתִּֽ עַוּדּ֥מַוּ 'ה םכָ֖וֹתבְוּ םישִׁ֔דֹקְ םלָּ֣כֻּ ה֙דָעֵהָֽ

Numbers 16:3 
They ganged up against Moses and Aaron and 
said to them, “You have too much! For all the 
community are holy, all of them, and the LORD 
is in their midst. Why then do you raise yourselves 
above the LORD’s congregation?” Korah is only 
interested in himself and the emoluments of the 

priesthood, the trappings of power, and the honor 
of heading a dynasty.  He could care less about 
the responsibilities of leadership. Examine what 
he says: םישודק םלכ -all of the community is holy. 
But wait! Doesn’t Leviticus say ויה ת םישודק -You 
shall be holy? Y. Leibowitz said, holiness is not 
an intrinsic state; it is an aspired state. You” 
shall be” is different from you “are”. What 
makes you holy is your behavior not your genes.  

 ׳ו:ז״ט רבדמב
ֹז )ו(  ׃וֹתֽדָעֲ־לכׇוְ חרַקֹ֖ תוֹתּ֔חְמַ םכֶ֣לָ־וּחקְ וּשׂ֑עֲ תא֖

Numbers 16:6 
Do this: You, Korah and all your band, take fire 
pans… We recall what happened the last time 
some people (his cousins) took firepans and 
violated a rule. Shouldn’t it have occurred to 
Korah that he was being set up? The lesson from 
the Nadav and Avihu incident was clear to every-
one: if you step over the line in the ritual realm 
you get zapped. This is another illustration of how 
boneheaded Korah was. He could have backed 
down. Moses gave him an out. He could have 
saved himself, and his followers! Instead, either 
out of self-importance, self-righteousness, or be-
cause he didn’t want to show any sign of weak-
ness, he stayed in the duel. His ego cost him his 
life, and the lives of his acolytes.  

 ג״י:ז״ט רבדמב
 רבָּ֑דְמִּבַּ וּנתֵ֖ימִהֲלַ שׁבַ֔דְוּ ב֙לָחָ תבַ֤זָ ץרֶאֶ֨מֵ וּ֙נתָ֙ילִעֱהֶֽ יכִּ֤ טעַ֗מְהַ )גי(
 ׃ררֵֽתָּשְׂהִ־םגַּ וּנילֵ֖עָ ררֵ֥תָּשְׂתִ־יכִּֽ

Numbers 16:13 
Is it not enough that you brought us from a land 
flowing with milk and honey to have us die in the 
wilderness, that you would also lord it over us? 
Ouch! This is what Dathan and Aviram say to 
Moses and it’s not surprise that this made Moses 
furious. We have already had some romantici-
zation of the recent past, but to refer to Egypt as 
a land flowing with milk and honey had to hurt. 
And what does this expression mean anyway? N. 
Leibowitz points out that 19 out of 20 times that 
it appears in the Torah it refers to the Land of 
Israel. Only here does it refer to Egypt. Milk and 
honey are products of pasture and grazing land. 
They can even be produced without husbandry. 
This suggests then that a land flowing with milk 
and honey is a land full of potential in its natural 



state.  Egypt is the exact opposite. Egypt is a land 
in which everything is fixed. It possesses no 
potential whatsoever because of it lacks the one 
ingredient necessary to unleash human potential: 
human freedom. To refer to Egypt as “a land 
flowing with milk and honey” is to state a big lie. 
We see how easy it is for people to become so 
committed to their lies. The current spasm of anti-
Semitism is a potent example.  

 ז״ט:ז״ט רבדמב
ֹיּוַ )זט(  התָּ֥אַ 'ה ינֵ֣פְלִ וּי֖הֱ ֔ תְדָ֣עֲ־לכׇוְ ה֙תָּאַ חרַקֹ֔־לאֶ ה֙שֶׁמֹ רמֶא֤
 ׃רחָֽמָ ןרֹ֖הֲאַוְ םהֵ֛וָ

Numbers 16:16 
And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, you and 
all your company appear before the LORD, you 
and they and Aaron. You still have time Korah. 
But if you still think you can get away with this, 
just a reminder, all of you are going to be standing 
before God, and that could be dangerous.  

 ט״י:ז״ט רבדמב
 דעֵ֑וֹמ להֶאֹ֣ חתַפֶּ֖־לאֶ הדָ֔עֵהָ֣־לכׇּ־תאֶ ח֙רַקֹ֨ םהֶ֥ילֵעֲ להֵ֨קְיַּוַ )טי(
         ׃הדָֽעֵהָ־לכׇּ־לאֶ 'ה־דוֹבכְ ארָ֥יֵּוַ

Numbers 16:19 
Korah gathered the whole community against 
them at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. Then 
the Presence of the LORD appeared to the whole 
community…What more proof do we need that he 
was not fit to lead? Like Jim Jones the cult-leader, 
he was ready to take everyone down with him.  

 ג״ל:ז״ט רבדמב
 ץרֶאָ֔הָ ם֙הֶילֵעֲ סכַ֤תְּוַ הלָאֹ֑שְׁ םייִּ֖חַ םהֶ֛לָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ־לכׇוְ םהֵ֣ וּד֜רְיֵּ֨וַ )גל(
 ׃להָֽקָּהַ ©וֹתּ֥מִ וּד֖בְאֹיּוַ

Numbers 16:33 
They went down alive into Sheol, with all that 
belonged to them; the earth closed over them and 
they vanished from the midst of the congregation. 
What is the punishment for someone who wants 
to lord over others? To descend to the depths.  
What is the punishment for someone who is only 
interested in self-aggrandizement? To vanish 
from the earth without a trace.  

 ה״ל:ז״ט רבדמב
ֹתּוַ 'ה תאֵ֣מֵ האָ֖צְיָ שׁאֵ֥וְ )הל(  שׁיאִ֔ ם֙יִתַ֙אמָוּ םישִּׁ֤מִחֲהַ תאֵ֣ לכַא֗
         }ס{ ׃תרֶטֹֽקְּהַ יבֵ֖ירִקְמַ

Numbers 16:35 
And a fire went forth from the LORD and con-
sumed the two hundred and fifty men offering the 
incense.                       Told you so.  
 
 

 ׳ד:ז״י רבדמב
 וּבירִ֖קְהִ רשֶׁ֥אֲ תשֶׁחֹ֔נְּהַ תוֹתּ֣חְמַ תאֵ֚ ןהֵ֗כֹּהַ ר֣זָעָלְאֶ חקַּ֞יִּוַ )ד(
 ׃חַבֵּֽזְמִּלַ יוּפּ֥צִ םוּע֖קְּרַיְ וַֽ םיפִ֑רֻשְּׂהַ

Numbers 17:4 
Eleazar the priest took the copper fire pans which 
had been used for offering by those who died in 
the fire; and they were hammered into plating for 
the altar. Because the firepans became holy and 
could not be discarded. But it is fascinating to 
consider that a symbol of the rebellion remains 
literally plated onto the physical point of contact 
between the people and God a constant reminder 
of the challenge and its aftermath. The need to 
preserve relics of cataclysmic events is quite 
common in different cultures. In Tel Aviv, the 
exact spot of Rabin’s assassination has an eternal 
marker of that catastrophic moment. The ‘x’ on 
the Dealey Plaza roadway serves the same 
purpose to recall the Kennedy Assassination.  

 ב״י:ז״י רבדמב
 הנֵּ֛הִוְ להָ֔קָּהַ ©וֹתּ֣־לאֶ ץ֙רׇיָּ֙וַ השֶׁ֗מֹ רבֶּ֣דִּ ׀ רשֶׁ֣אֲכַּ ןרֹ֜הֲאַ חקַּ֨יִּוַ )בי(
 ׃םעָֽהָ־לעַ רפֵּ֖כַיְוַ תרֶטֹ֔קְּהַ־תאֶֽ ן֙תֵּיִּוַ םעָ֑בָּ ףגֶ נֶּ֖הַ לחֵ֥הֵ

Numbers 17:12 
Aaron took it, as Moses had ordered, and ran to 
the midst of the congregation, where the plague 
had begun among the people. He put on the 
incense and made expiation for the people. 
Following the ordeal, a plague breaks out; Aaron 
quells it by standing between the living and the 
dead with some incense.  Last year when the 
pandemic began, we saw a lot of focus on this 
episode and many people developed the practice 
of liturgically reciting Mishnaic passages dealing 
with incense to pray for it to go away. 

 ה״כ:ז״י רבדמב
ֹיּוַ )הכ(  תוּד֔עֵהָ ינֵ֣פְלִ ן֙רֹהֲאַ הטֵּ֤מַ־תאֶ בשֵׁ֞הָ השֶׁ֗מֹ־לאֶ 'ה רמֶא֨
ֹלוְ ילַ֖עָמֵ םתָ֛נֹּוּלתְּ לכַ֧תְוּ ירִמֶ֑־ינֵבְלִ תוֹא֖לְ תרֶמֶ֥שְׁמִלְ  ׃וּתמֻֽיָ א֥

Numbers 17:25 
The LORD said to Moses, “Put Aaron’s staff 
back before the Pact, to be kept as a lesson to 
rebels, so that their mutterings against Me may 
cease, lest they die.”   A second relic of this 
tumultuous moment would be forever stored in 
the Holy of Holies alongside the other relics of 
the wandering experience: a jar of manna and 
some anointing oil.   The altar plating served as a 
warning sign for the public sacred space; Aaron’s 
staff was a warning sign for the private, sacred 
space.  

Shabbat Shalom!    
 


