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Deuteronomy 26:2 you shall take some of every
first fruit of the soil, which you harvest from the
land that the LORD your God is giving you, put it
in a basket and go to the place where the LORD
your God will choose to establish His name. 810
teneh basket, makes its first appearance here. An
Egyptian loan word, the description of this ritual
encodes deep symbolism: bringing first-fruits is
the culmination of the liberation from Egypt. In
the Mishnah the receptacle goes by the word 20
sal (a word from Akkadian), which occurs more
frequently in the Bible. This is all about the story.
Liberation gives you a story; freedom is the
ability to harvest first fruits and tell your story.
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Deuteronomy 26:5 You shall then recite as
follows before the LORD your God: “My father
was a fugitive Aramean. He went down to Egypt
with meager numbers and sojourned there, but he
became there a nation, great, mighty in
number, and many. A triple adjective, but what
is encoded here? Origin and a destiny of triumph.
God’s original promise to Abraham was that he
will be a D18 7173 "0 a nation great and mighty
in number (Gen. 18:18) and Pharaoh’s first
observation about Israel was that they were ¥y
A1 2N mighty in number and many more than us
(Exod. 1:9). This set of three adjectives in the
prilgrim’s script conflates God’s original promise
Israel’s eventual triumph in Egypt.
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Deuteronomy 26:7 We cried to the LORD, the
God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our plea
and saw our plight, our misery, and our
oppression. Another triple. What’s encoded in
this phrase? The Burning Bush (Exod. 3:7), but
there God sees first then hears: I saw the plight of
My people and I have heard their cries...I have
seen their oppression (3:9). Here, God hears then
sees. °1v and yn> are terms of oppression in the

Burning Bush episode but 51y is missing; instead
there you have the term 2w>n. Curiosity: both
terms occur as “brackets” in the first chapter of
Kohelet. Hmmm....what to make of that?
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Deuteronomy 26:8 The LORD fireed us from
Egypt by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm
and awesome power, and by signs and portents.
Hand, arm, and power are another triple,
modified by adjectives mighty, outstretched, and
awesome. What’s encoded here? Gary Rendsburg
has pointed out that mighty hand and outstretched
arm is a creative cultural appropriation that
inverts the depiction of a victorious Pharaoh.
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Depiction of Rameses II
in “pharaonic stance” in
the Abu Simbel temple.
Note the “mighty hand
and outstretched arm.”
Perhaps the awesome
power,  signs  and
3.2 N portents are also means
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Egyptian motifs, since Egypt was all about power
and magic. Conclusion: the firstfruits declaration
is not only a powerful ritual moment, locating the
pilgrim in a great drama, but also a remarkable
compression of the Exodus story replete with a
subtle subtext of God’s victory over Pharaoh. The
keyword 11%xi"1 is the exact midpoint of the text.
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Deuteronomy 26:15 Look down from Your holy
abode, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel
and the soil You have given us, a land flowing
with milk and honey, as You swore to our
fathers.” 59°pWa is an interesting word, this is its
only occurrence in the Bible. The root 5pw sounds
a lot like “scope” an ocular instrument. The
person says this standing in the Temple which is
God’s thereby linking the “heavenly abode” and
the “earthly abode” while invoking God’s
blessings over Israel.
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Deuteronomy 26:19 and that He will set you, in
fame and renown and glory, high above all the
nations that He has made, and that you shall be,
as He promised, a holy people to the LORD your

God. 1970 and aw is a common wordpair: (Ps.
48:11) 7noan 12 oo ewa (Ps. 102:22) Avand 1 aw 1Pya 1907
109w (Ps. 145:21) 191 oy 1Wi7p aw Apa23 77121 97121 1 npan

m2nn and noXon is another wordpair. This triple
boosts the power of these two pairs: Israel’s
renown is due to its praiseworthiness and its
ability to bring glory. The triple occurs in the first
stanza of Lekha Dodi.
BLESSED BE THE POETICS OF CURSES
If a good way to kill a joke is to analyze it, a good
way to neutralize the sting of a curse is to explore
the beauty of its poetics. Here are some examples:
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Deuteronomy 28:20

(20) The LORD will let loose against you
calamity, panic, and frustration in all the
enterprises you undertake, so that you shall soon
be utterly wiped out because of your evildoing in
forsaking Me. Lots of » alliterations. 712172 78%
Tobyn  vapn e Tawn mbwn nawsn. This
strengthens the beat of that first line, which is a
triplet. Calamity, panic, and frustration. (JPS)
Curse, confusion, reproach (Fox) Blight, panic
and disaster. (Alter): Curse, tumult and anno-
yance, (Friedman): Note the strong 7 sounds and

the inversion ¥1-1v in the words navin and ¥ .
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Deuteronomy 28:22 The LORD wzll strike you
with consumption, fever, and inflammation, with
scorching heat and drought, with blight and
mildew, they shall hound you until you perish.
Internal rhyming with nopw and np?3; 1997% and
7i?72. Assonance of 71770 and 277. Repetition of
M3 in 97m21 2702, Lots of [, 7,9,2.]. In this series
of maladies we have a triplet, a pair and a pair, (7

in all) the first three (comsumption, fever and
inflammation) happen to the body, the fourth,
anan, afflicts the body but is also external to it,
and the last three are heat afflictions of the land.
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Deuteronomy 28:28 The LORD will strike you
with madness, blindness, and dismay. Another
devastating triplet of psychological afflictions,
disorders, and traumas.
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Deuteronomy 28:29 You shall grope at noon as
a blind man gropes in the dark; you shall not
prosper in your ventures, but shall be totally
abused and robbed, with none to give help.
Bibilcal trivia: what is the one other location in
the Bible where you find the phrase, fotally pom
T8? Deut. 16:15 in reference to the holiday of
Sukkot, in reference to total joy: nmR
R 8 »7...7302. Thus you will experience a
total state of abuse and deprivation totally oppo-
site to the total j oy you experience on Sukkot
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Deuteronomy 28:37 You shall be a conster-
nation, a proverb, and a byword among all the
peoples to which the LORD will drive you. Score
another triple here for A D) YWn? 7Y not to
mention some alliteration the anagram Swn>-1nw>
and wordplay: W as consternation and mny as
place (to which God will drive you).
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Deuteronomy 28:68 The LORD will send you
back to Egypt in galleys, by a route which I told
you you should not see again. There you shall
offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male
and female slaves, but none will buy. Possibly the
worst curse ever: you will go back to Egypt, and
you will be so undesirable, no one will even buy
you as a slave. You will be without shelter or
sustenance, and worse, your whole story of
liberation will be undone; you won’t have a story!
How to live without a story? There is a
counterpoint of comfort in the Haftarah:
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Isaiah 60:3 And nations shall walk by your light,
Kings, by your shining radiance. Shabbat Shalom!
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