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Genesis 23:2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba—now
Hebron—in the land of Canaan,; and Abraham
proceeded to mourn for Sarah and to bewail her.
Abraham and Sarah were living apart. He in
Beersheva, she in Hebron. About 70 km. A day’s
journey. Why are they apart? Why does he mourn
before he wails? Perhaps the mourning took place
in public and the wailing in private.
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23:6 “Hear us, my lord: you are a prince of God
among us. In the pick of our graves bury your
dead; none of us will deny you his grave for
burying your dead.” A glimpse into the way the
people of Canaan perceive him. While Abraham
no longer lives there, having moved away after
the destruction of Sodom, they remember some-
thing special about him. Abraham declines their
offer of a free grave. Why? If he chooses a plot
that belonged to someone else, it would create
conflict. More importantly, Abraham wants an
irrevocable, clear, clean title to the plot.
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23:16 Abraham heeded Ephron and Abraham
weighed out to Ephron the silver he spoke of in
the hearing of the Hittites—four hundred silver
shekels at the merchants’ tried rate. As soon as
Ephron named his price, Abraham plunked the
cash on the table. About 3.5 kg of silver.The price
was exhorbitant for the property, but he shelled it
out to prevent any further negotiation and avoid
dispute. And no doubt to impress them also. The
witnesses heard the deal with their ears, but saw
the money transfer with their own eyes.
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24:3 and I will make you swear by the LORD, the
God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you
will not take a wife for my son from the daughters
of the Canaanites among whom I dwell...Why not
didn’t he want Isaac to marry a Canaanite? 1. He
didn’t want people to claim that the possession of
the land was due to inheritance from Canaanites.

(Hizkuni, Bekhor Shor). 2. They were cursed.
(Ramban, Radak, Bahya). 3. No Canaanite
woman was worthy of him. (Sforno). 4. He wants
Isaac to marry within the family. (Rashbam). 5.
Because they did not share his values.
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24:6-8 Abraham answered him, “On no account
must you take my son back there! The LORD, the
God of heaven, who took me from my father’s
house and from my native land, who promised me
on oath, saying, ‘I will assign this land to your
offspring’—He will send His angel before you,
and you will get a wife for my son from there. And
if the woman does not consent to follow you, you
shall then be clear of this oath to me, but do not
take my son back there.” Why doesn’t Abraham
want Isaac to go back there? Because if he goes,
he’s liable to stay. Isaac has nobody in Canaan.
The pull of the woman’s family would be too
strong to resist. Isaac would get pulled into her
orbit. Which tells us what Abraham thinks about
him. Lots of .0.¥ in that there passage.
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24:14 let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please,
lower your jar that I may drink,” and who replies,
‘Drink, and I will also water your camels—let
her be the one whom You have decreed for Your
servant Isaac. Thereby shall I know that You have
dealt graciously with my master.” Her outward
beauty will be self-evident. He is testing for her
inner beauty. What could have been more
important if she would carry on the covenant.
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24:17 The servant ran toward her and said,
“Please, let me sip a little water from your jar.”
What a great word, hagmi’ini! 1t’s the only
occurrence in the Bible of that word. It sounds
like he’s desperate and it comes out with great
urgency. Please, I petition you for a potation!
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let the maiden to whom I say,
‘Please, lower your jar that 1
may drink,” and who replies,
‘Drink, and I will also water
Your camels —let her be the one
whom You have decreed for
Your servant Isaac. Thereby
shall I know that You have dealt
graciously with my master.”

The servant ran toward her and
said, “Please, let me sip a little
water from your jar.” |“Drink,
my lord,” she said, and she
quickly lowered her jar upon
her hand and let him drink.
When she had let him drink his
fill, she said, “I'will also draw
for your camels, until they finish
drinking.”

I had scarcely finished praying
in my heart, when Rebekah
came out with her jar on her
shoulder, and went down to the
spring and drew. And I said to
her, ‘Please give me a drink.’
She quickly lowered her jar and
said, ‘Drink, and [ will also
water your camels. So I drank,
and she also watered the
camels.

This is an example of great story-
telling! The scene plays out in the
servant’s mind one way; it tran-
spires another way in real time, and
he re-counts it in yet a third way. He
imagines her coming from the water
source, carrying a jar and setting the
jar down so that he could pick it up
and drink from it by himself. In-
stead, when he sees her from a dis-
tance — and sees how stunningly
beautiful she is! — he runs up to her
frantically and literally begs her for
a sip from the jar. Instead of her
saying simply, “Drink,” as he
thought she would say, she uses
respectful language — “Drink, my
lord,” deferential to him, but ironi-
cally, she coolly takes control of the
situation. She lowers the jar from
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her shoulder and holds it while he
sips from it, a far more intimate and
charged moment than he imagined.
But she is in control. As we watch
this unfold, we are waiting with
suspense to see if she will follow
through with the camels, which she
does. Is there a difference between
saying: I will also water your
camels, and: [ will also draw water
for your camels? Yes. “Watering”
is to stand over them and give them
water directly. “Drawing water”
means she has to go back and forth
to the well. It’s more time con-
suming which makes it more con-
spicuous and puts a greater barrier
between him and her. He imagined
the scene transpiring in one way but
he loses composure. She overcomes

her own momentary vulnerability
and takes control of the situation.
When he relates what happened at
the well to Bethuel and Lavan, he
changes the hagmi’ini na — “Give
me a sip,” to hashkini-na — “Give
me a drink,” which is less intimate.
Up until this moment, they don’t
know what he wants. Rebekah’s
family might be thinking that this
guy wants to marry her himself!
The servant dispels that by lowering
the intensity of the encounter in the
way he tells the story. He delibera-
tely misquotes her as an act of grace
and respect, emphasizing what he
has already discovered: she is
resolute, kind, determined, strong,
and worthy of being a wife to his
master’s son.

140 years old and now starts over, basically building

24:34 “I am Abraham’s servant,” he began. The
story begins. Setting the stage. In three words. The
basic information. Shock. Wonder. Surprise!
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25:1 Abraham took another wife, whose name was
Keturah. Some say she was Hagar. But it is much
more likely that she was a different person. If we
follow the narrative arc of the story, Abraham is now

a new family. The astonishing part of this is that he
is not instructed to do so; he knows that they will
have no share in the covenant. The descendants are
identified with peoples who live in the Arabian
peninsula and trade in spices. Midian will play a
significant role later on in the life of Moses and in
the life of Israel. Even at 140, Abraham loves life and
finds meaningful companionship. Shabbat Shalom!
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