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 ׳א:׳א םירבד

 ןדֵּ֑רְיַּהַ רבֶעֵ֖בְּ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ־לכׇּ־לאֶ ה֙שֶׁמֹ רבֶּ֤דִּ רשֶׁ֨אֲ םירִ֗בָדְּהַ הלֶּאֵ֣ )א(
 ידִ֥וְ תרֹ֖צֵחֲוַ ןבָ֥לָוְ לפֶתֹּ֛־ןיבֵֽוּ ןרָ֧אפָּ־ןיבֵּֽ ףוּס֜ לוֹמ֨ ה֩בָרָעֲבָּֽ רבָּ֡דְמִּבַּ
 ׃בהָֽזָ

Deuteronomy 1:1 

(1) These are the words that Moses addressed to 
all Israel on the other side of the Jordan.—
Through the wilderness, in the Arabah near Suph, 
between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, 
and Di-zahab… There are so many places named 
in this verse, and another 53 place names in this 
parasha! The Torah emerges in a world without 
the visual depiction of information. Maps won’t 
exist for several hundred years. This is geography 
as narrative; cartography as text. Embedded in 
this text is a structure of values: God assigns dif-
ferent lands to different peoples and all peoples 
are related to one another by common ancestry. 
In presenting Israel’s location at the end of the 
Torah, we hearken back to the Torah’s first story 
with God asking Adam: הכ יא , where are you? 
Adam doesn’t know where he is; here, we can 
almost pinpoint Israel’s geographic location.  

 ׳ג:׳א םירבד

 רבֶּ֤דִּ שׁדֶחֹ֑לַ דחָ֣אֶבְּ שׁדֶחֹ֖ רשָׂ֥עָ־יתֵּֽשְׁעַבְּ הנָ֔שָׁ םיעִ֣בָּרְאַבְּ י֙הִיְוַ )ג(
 ׃םהֶֽלֵאֲ וֹת֖אֹ 'ה הוָּ֧צִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ לכֹ֠כְּ֠ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ־לאֶ ה֙שֶׁמֹ

Deuteronomy 1:3 

(3) It was in the fortieth year, on the first day of 
the eleventh month, that Moses addressed the 
Israelites in accordance with the instructions that 
the LORD had given him for them… And here we 
also can pinpoint Israel’s temporal setting. Con-
sider the following:  Moses dies on the 7th day of 
the 12th month of the 40th year since the Exodus. 
How do we know this? The Israelites crossed the Jordan on 
the 10th day of the 1st month in year 41 from the Exodus 
(Josh 4:19). 3 days earlier (the 7th day of the 1st month) they 
completed the 30-day mourning period for Moses. Thus we 
deduce that Moses died on the 7th day of the 12th month (ie. 
7 Adar which is observed as Moses’ Yahrzeit to this day!) 
The speeches of Devarim are delivered from the 
1st of the 11th month to the 7th of the 12th month, 
ie. 37 days. An interesting contrast: after getting 
the Ten Commandments, Moses goes up  Mount 
Sinai and goes silent for 40 days.  Here, Moses 
doesn’t stop talking in front of the people for 37 
days, then goes up Mount Nebo to die. But wait! 
Wasn’t Moses supposed to die after the Midian 
war? (See Numbers 31:2) Yes! But we get the 

sense that he is in no rush to die (a theme 
elaborated beautifully in the classic midrash). A 
moderately paced reading of this filibuster takes 
about 3 hours, and in the synagogue these 
speeches will continue for next 8-10 weeks! The 
more he speaks the more he stays alive. It’s not in 
his self-interest to stop speaking words of Torah, 
they keep him alive. There’s a message here.  

 ׳ד:׳א םירבד

 תאֵ֗וְ ןוֹבּ֑שְׁחֶבְּ בשֵׁ֖וֹי רשֶׁ֥אֲ ירִ֔מֹאֱהָֽ òלֶמֶ֣ ן֙חֹיסִ תאֵ֚ וֹת֗כֹּהַ ירֵ֣חֲאַ )ד(
 ׃יעִרֶֽדְאֶבְּ תרֹ֖תָּשְׁעַבְּ בשֵׁ֥וֹי־רשֶׁאֲ ןשָׁ֔בָּהַ òלֶמֶ֣ גוֹע֚

Deuteronomy 1:4 

(4) after he had defeated Sihon king of the 
Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and King Og of 
Bashan, who dwelt at Ashtaroth [and] Edrei. We 
get a sense that Moses is being a little selective in 
what he recounts here. The book of Numbers ends 
with a rather brutal war against Midian but there 
is no mention of that here.  

 ׳ח:׳א םירבד

 רשֶׁ֣אֲ ץרֶאָ֔הָ־תאֶ וּשׁ֣רְוּ וּאבֹּ֚ ץרֶאָ֑הָ־תאֶ םכֶ֖ינֵפְלִ יתִּתַ֥נָ האֵ֛רְ )ח(
 םעָ֖רְזַלְוּ םהֶ֔לָ תתֵ֣לָ ב֙קֹעֲיַלְוּֽ קחָ֤צְיִלְ םהָ֨רָבְאַלְ םכֶ֜יתֵבֹ֨אֲלַ 'ה עבַּ֣שְׁנִ
 ׃םהֶֽירֵחֲאַ

Deuteronomy 1:8 

(8) See, I place The Land at your disposal. Go, 
possess The Land that the LORD swore to your 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to assign to 
them and to their descendants after them. This is 
Moses’ recollection of what God said when they 
were done at Sinai. Recall that the original plan 
was to leave Egypt, get God’s covenant, build the 
mishkan, and move on into The Land. The way 
Moses tells it, it is as if God cannot wait to fulfil 
the promise. But that was not meant to be. Notice 
that the Land of Israel is almost always referred 
to simply as ָץרֶאָ֑ה  The Land. This ties nicely with 
God’s first message to Abraham, ־ לאֶ  .... üלְ־òלֶ

׃ךָּאֶֽרְאַ רשֶׁ֥אֲ ץרֶאָ֖הָ   Go forth to The Land that I will 
show you. The Land will emerge as one of the 
central themes of Deuteronomy.   

 ג״כ:׳א םירבד

 שׁיאִ֥ םישִׁ֔נָאֲ רשָׂ֣עָ םינֵ֣שְׁ ם֙כֶּמִ חקַּ֤אֶוָ רבָ֑דָּהַ ינַ֖יעֵבְּ בטַ֥ייִּוַ )גכ(
 ׃טבֶשָּֽׁלַ דחָ֖אֶ

Deuteronomy 1:23 

(23) I approved of the plan, and so I selected 
twelve of your men, one from each tribe. 
Deuteronomy tells the story of the spies dif-
ferently. In Numbers, God tells Moses to Send 



forth men. Here, the idea of reconnaissance 
originates from the people and Moses approves. 

 א״ל:׳א םירבד

־אשָּׂיִ רשֶׁ֥אֲכַּ üיקֶ֔§אֱ 'ה ü֙אֲשָׂנְ רשֶׁ֤אֲ תָיאִ֔רָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ר֙בָּדְמִּבַוּ )אל(
 םוֹק֥מָּהַ־דעַ םכֶ֖אֲבֹּ־דעַ םתֶּ֔כְלַהֲ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ò֙רֶדֶּ֙הַ־לכׇבְּ וֹנ֑בְּ־תאֶ שׁיאִ֖
 ׃הזֶּֽהַ

Deuteronomy 1:31 

(31) and in the wilderness, where you saw how 
the LORD your God carried you, as a man 
carries his son, all the way that you traveled until 
you came to this place. We have many metaphors 
for God and Israel in the desert. In Exodus (19:4) 
God takes Israel out of Egypt on eagles’ wings. 
In Jeremiah, Israel is God’s young bride. In Psalm 
23, The Lord is my shepherd. The use of multiple 
metaphors to depict the God-Israel relationship is 
one of the defining features of the Bible and 
animates Jewish theology to this day.   

 ז״ל:׳א םירבד

ֹבתָ־אֹל התָּ֖אַ־םגַּ רמֹ֑אלֵ םכֶ֖לְלַגְבִּ 'ה ף נַּ֣אַתְהִ י֙בִּ־םגַּ )זל(  ׃םשָֽׁ א֥
Deuteronomy 1:37 

(37) Because of you the LORD was incensed with 
me too, and He said: You shall not enter it either. 
Wait: whose fault was it that Moses couldn’t go 
into The Land? Wasn’t it because he struck the 
rock? Whatever Moses’ own culpability is, we 
get the sense here (and throughout the book) that 
he blames the people for his banishment from 
The Land. This is a complicated relationship.  

 ׳א:׳ב םירבד

 בסׇנָּ֥וַ ילָ֑אֵ 'ה רבֶּ֥דִּ רשֶׁ֛אֲכַּ ףוּס֔־םיַ òרֶדֶּ֣ ה֙רָבָּ֙דְמִּהַ עסַּ֤נִּוַ ןפֶנֵּ֜וַ )א(
         }ס{ ׃םיבִּֽרַ םימִ֥יָ ריעִ֖שֵׂ־רהַ־תאֶ

Deuteronomy 2:1 

(1) And we turned and we journeyed back into the 
wilderness by the way of the Sea of Reeds, as the 
LORD had spoken to me, and skirted the hill 
country of Seir a long time. Moses includes 
himself in the “we”. A few verses earlier, God 
told the people to turn for themselves and journey 
into the desert. But Moses understands that he 
must lead them. We turned. We journeyed.  

 ט״י:׳ב םירבד

ֹל יכִּ֣ םבָּ֑ רגָּ֣תְתִּ־לאַוְ םרֵ֖צֻתְּ־לאַ ןוֹמּ֔עַ ינֵ֣בְּ לוּמ֚ תָּ֗בְרַקָוְ )טי( ־אֽ
 ׃השָּֽׁרֻיְ הָיתִּ֥תַנְ טוֹל֖־ינֵבְלִ יכִּ֥ השָּׁ֔רֻיְ ü֙לְ ןוֹמּ֤עַ־ינֵבְּ ץרֶאֶ֨מֵ ןתֵּ֠אֶ֠

Deuteronomy 2:19 

(19) You will then be close to the Ammonites; do 
not harass them or start a fight with them. For I 
will not give any part of the land of the 
Ammonites to you as a possession; I have 
assigned it as a possession to the descendants of 

Lot.— Lest anyone claim that God only appor-
tions land to Israel, here the Torah presents God 
giving the “Land of the Ammonites” - to the 
Ammonites, the descendants of Lot. The theology 
embedded in this recounting is that the 
apportionment of territory to nations and peoples 
is the divine prerogative. Nations are defined by 
borders, and borders are defined by God.  

 ׳ט:׳ג םירבד

 ׃רינִֽשְׂ וֹל֖־וּארְקְיִ ירִ֔מֹאֱהָ֣וְ ןיֹ֑רְשִׂ ןוֹמ֖רְחֶלְ וּא֥רְקְיִ םינִ֛דֹיצִ )ט(
Deuteronomy 3:9 

(9) Sidonians called Hermon Sirion, and the 
Amorites call it Senir— Throughout this parasha 
we have various statements of this type, pointing 
to an interesting history of place naming and 
settlement.  This would be akin to saying: 
Americans call the territory we live in, New 
Jersey, and the Lenape call it Lenapehoking. 
 
Haftara Texts 

 ׳ב:׳א והיעשי

 יתִּמְמַ֔וֹרוְ יתִּלְדַּ֣גִּ ם֙ינִבָּ רבֵּ֑דִּ 'ה יכִּ֥ ץרֶאֶ֔ ינִיזִ֣אֲהַוְ ם֙יִמַ֙שָׁ וּע֤מְשִׁ )ב(
 ׃יבִֽ וּעשְׁפָּ֥ םהֵ֖וְ

Isaiah 1:2 
(2) Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, For the 
LORD has spoken: “I reared children and brought 
them up— And they have rebelled against Me! Isaiah 

channels Moses, but inverts the order of heaven and 

earth. (Deut. 32:1) 

Isaiah 1:2 - HAZON Deut. 32:1 SONG OF MOSES 

 וּע֤מְשִׁ

ם֙יִמַ֙שָׁ  

Hear, O 
heavens 

 וּניזִ֥אֲהַ

םיִמַ֖שָּׁהַ  

Give ear, O 
heavens 

 ינִיזִ֣אֲהַוְ

ץרֶאֶ֔  

and give ear, 
O earth, 

הרָבֵּ֑דַאֲוַ   let me speak 

 'ה יכִּ֥

רבֵּ֑דִּ  

For the 
LORD has 
spoken 

 עמַ֥שְׁתִוְ

ץרֶאָ֖הָ  

׃י פִֽ־ירֵמְאִ  

Let the earth 
hear  
the words 
that I utter 

Isaiah’s listeners would have easily gotten the refe-

rence to the Song of Moses. There Moses speaks for 

himself; here Isaiah speaks for God. Both poems speak 

of Israel’s duplicity and contain the motif of the 

rebellious child.  The message: what Moses said long 

ago has come to pass in the here and now.   
 ׳י:׳א והיעשי

 ׃הרָֽמֹעֲ םעַ֥ וּניקֵ֖�אֱ תרַ֥וֹתּ וּניזִ֛אֲהַ םדֹ֑סְ ינֵ֣יצִקְ 'ה־רבַדְ וּע֥מְשִׁ

Isaiah 1:10 
Hear the word of the LORD, You chieftains of Sodom; 
Give ear to our God’s instruction, You folk of 
Gomorrah! How bad do you have to be to be compared 

to Sodom and Gomorrah?    Pretty bad.  But you can 

turn your destiny around. That’s Isaiah’s mission.   

         Shabbat Shalom! 


